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Introduction

One of the greatest moments of Biblical historyuvoed on a dusty, ancient road that led
to a small village about seven miles outside afisalem called Emmaus. Jesus Christ appeared
and walked alongside two of his despondent follevgmon after they saw him perish on a cross.
As they walked, he began to boldly interpret thdtdes Scripture, placing himself directly into
the Torah, the Prophets and the Writings in thegHold division of the Hebrew Scriptures. In
these chapters | will touch on each of these Oktdmeent sections and highlight the
Christological moments contained therein. It ismoype and prayer that | can help illuminate
Jesus Christ as the center of both the Old antléve Testament; the perfect culmination of

God’s act of creation.



Genesis

Christ the Agent of Creation

We begin, appropriately enough, at the very firetmant, before time as we know it
today could even be measured, the moment when @ie she universe into existence. The
opening phrases of the great book of Genesis c¢omtggortant milestones along the Biblical
path that leads to the Messiah. Genesis 1:1 réladfie beginning God created the heavens and
the earth,” oBere’shit bara’ Elohim et hashshamayim ve’et hata gransliterated from the
Hebrew). | believe John refers to these specificds@s he develops his Christology in the first
verses of his gospel beginning with the phraseache en o logo8n the beginning was the
Word” (John 1:1). John is making the forceful aadical point that Jesus Christ is eternal,
existing from the beginning before the materiaMense came to be. He was face to face with
God; he was fully divine and fully equal with GdeetFather.

We are further told that all things were made by, lganta di'autou egenetdrom the
Greek meaning, “All things came into being by himtid John continues, “and without him not
one thing came into being that has come into befdgfin 1:3). John is clearly referring to
Genesis 1 here. The Scriptures tell us that “Gad] 'see’yomar Elohimn the Hebrew, and we
see the KingElohim calling creation into being (Gen. 1:3). Jesusisththe eternal Word, the
second person of the Trinity, is the agent throwbich God the Father created the world.

In Genesis 1 the Hebrew read¥ghi 'or,” or “Let there be light” (Gen. 1: 3). John tells

us that Jesus Christ is that eternal light andliylat shines in the darkness and the darkoess
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katelabencould not take it down; could not mug it or sniifbut John 1:5). Jesus Christ, the
light referred to in both Genesis and John, comt$nio shine through his resurrection as the
ultimate victory over sin and over darkness. Iis g8nse John sees the light created in Genesis as
foreshadowing Christ’s direct intervention in histeulminating in his own death and
resurrection.

John uses the wotdgosfor Jesus Christ in the first chapter of his gbg&pewing that it
would remind his readers of the Aramaic wardmra: The wordmemra’means “word” in
Aramaic and in the Targum Jerushafmain Aramaic translation of the Hebrew Bible, thedvo
memra’is used interchangeably with God. In the Aramacglim when it says, thedemra’
said,” it means, “God said.” So, Jesus Christ endgy John as the eternaémra; the eternal

Word, the second person of the Holy Trinity shamggality with God, the Father.

Christ the Second Adam

After creating the heavens and earth and all tivaas that walk and crawl and fly and
slither, God created Adam who, unfortunately foalisfell into sin and started mankind’s sad
odyssey away from paradise and away from his m@ken. 3). However, the good news stated
in Romans chapter 5 is that Jesus Christ is thense&dam. In Adam all die, but in Jesus Christ,
the second Adam, all those who put faith in Hindflifie and salvation. In Romans it is stated,
“Therefore then, as through one trespass it carteealhmen resulting in condemnation, thus
also through one act of righteousness it came alhtaen resulting in justification of life” (Rom.

5:18). Paul says as by one transgression sin ehiteiethe world so by one act of righteousness

! Bible: Old Testament GenesisPolyglot 1702, p. 49.
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there came the availability of justification to alen and specifically to those who receive it
(Rom 5:17).
Christ the Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant

We are also told that in the great covenant Godemdth Abraham there was a promise.
In Genesis 3:12 it says, “In you all the familiddlee earth will be blessed,” (wenibrekhu bekha
kol mishpahot ha’adamah). These great and inclusorels find their fulfilment in Galatians
3:7-9. Jesus Christ is seen by Paul as the segdraham in whom Jew and Gentile receive the

blessings of eternal salvation and become pahe$piritual seed of Abraham.

Christ the Obedient Eternal Substitute

As we delve further into Genesis, in chapter 22afbm offers up his son Isaac as a
sacrifice to God. However, God is only testing Atam and He sends a ram as a substitute. The
ram is symbolic of God the Father offering God 8um. Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice his
only son foreshadows God the Father offering updfiy son as related in John 3:16, “For God
so loved the world that he gave His only begotten S . .” It is significant that Isaac carrieth
wood that was to be used to burn his own bodygasthrist carried His own cross. The
substitute for Isaac was a ram sent by God. IlN#he Testament, Jesus Christ becomes the final
ram, the final Lamb of God who becomes the etesubstitute for us. In this sense, we are like

Isaac because we are rescued from spiritual dieaibgh Jesus Christ.

Christ the Fulfillment of Joseph as a Type of Chris

We can continue to examine Christology in the bob&enesis through the history of

Joseph, who becomes a type of Christ even thoughra directly referred to in the New
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Testament. | think there is a clear allusion tepbsthrough the use of type when the New
Testament writers refer to Jesus Christ. Josepblisby his brethren; Jesus is sold by His
brethren. Joseph marries a Gentile bride; Jesusavar Gentile bride made up of a church of
Jews and Gentiles in which Gentiles are the mgjaldseph was reunited with his brethren, just
as some day, as recorded in Romans 11:26 in foéiit of Isaiah 59:20, Israel will be saved and

reunited with Jesus the eternal Messiah.

Christ the Bearer of the Final Scepter

It is also significant that in Genesis 49:10 thd tates, “The scepter will not depart
from Judah until Shiloh comes.” Many scholars, bottdern and ancient, see this as a reference
to Jesus Christ. The word Shiloh means “to whobelbngs.” The text then is speaking of the
scepter not departing from Judah until Messiah aotm@vhom the scepter belongs. It is to Him
that there will be a gathering of peoples (Genl@®:Many of the church fathers believed that

this text was a Messianic reference to Christ.

Christ the Lion of the Tribe of Judah

A final interesting theme found in Genesis 49:fhisreference to “Judah as a loin’s
whelp,” crouching like a lion. In Revelation 5:508 is referred to as the loin that comes out of
the tribe of Judah who conquers the enemy and dperseven sealed book. Through His death
He is able to redeem all nations and tribes ofdhwaiso put their faith in Him and they become
priests of the Lord and will reign with Christ etally (Rev 5:10). So, Jesus Christ is the seed of
Abraham and He is also the lion of the tribe ofalud/ho is worthy to open the sealed book of

Revelation because He died and conquered deathasnedeemed all who put faith in Him.
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Exodus

Christ the Great “I Am”

As we come to the great book of Exodus looking ad’& deliverance of people out of
Egypt, we see many highlights that point to Jeduss€Cas our final deliverer into salvation
through him. First of all, Moses is called out @it and Jesus in Matthew chapter 2, as the
final Moses, is called out of Egypt. As Moses webldter go up to the mountain and give the
law, so Jesus Christ gave the Sermon on the Mautiiteefinal Moses. It is significant that when
Moses asked “whom do | tell them has sent me?Ldrd said, “Tell them | am that which | am
has sent me” from the verb “hayah” to be. We haeeeternality of Yahweh set forth in the
phrase “l am.” It is significant that in John chep8 Jesus Christ makes an astounding statement
calling Himself “The great | Am.” Jesus Christ takbe very same title that Yahweh uses and
applies it directly to himself when he says, “Be&fédtbraham came to be, | am” (John 8:58).
Jesus Christ is claiming eternal reality with taghér as the great “I am.” All of the “| am”

passages in John teach the reality of this titlepgied to Christ.

Christ the Passover Lamb

In the Passover narration of Exodus 12, we sekathk being offered. The Lamb is
innocent and perfect. Its blood is sprinkled over door posts between the evenings and not a

bone is broken. In 1 Corinthians 5:7, Paul couldteat Christ is our Passover who has been
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sacrificed for us. In John 1 the writer asserts$ dleaus Christ is the innocent Lamb of God. He
states, “Behold the lamb of God that takes awaysiihe of the world” (John 1:29). We see in the
Gospels that Jesus Christ died between the eveamtte cross for the sins of the world and
those who put faith in him experience the realith@ing saved from spiritual death through His
blood. It is through the blood of Christ that we delivered from eternal death.

It is also significant that not a bone of the Passtamb was broken. In John chapter 19,
those on the crosses beside Jesus Christ hadtres broken. This was a common Roman
practice used to speed up the death process. Thiné it did not happen to Jesus fulfills the
Passover type. Further, the feast of the unleavbrestti was to be celebrated for a 7 day period
of time. Jesus Christ beautifully fulfills it asga&ined in 1 Corinthians chapter 5. Paul says
Christ is our Passover sacrifice and we are to keefeast of the unleavened bread by living a
holy life without malice and sin (I Cor. 5:7-8). Mugh the empowerment of the Holy Spirit we

are to lead a life of holiness because we expegi€iuist our Passover.

Christ the Rock that Followed Israel in the Desert

When the Israelites were going up to Mount Sinasskt struck a rock and water came
out (Exod. 17:5-6). Paul says in 1 Corinthians Xat Jesus Christ was the rock following them
in the desert. He was the one providing water bezae is the water of life. Jesus makes this
great claim in John chapter 4 to the women at tbk We is the one who provides that eternal

well of water springing up unto eternal life.
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Christ the Fulfillment of the Tabernacle

Exodus further speaks of the great institutiorheftabernacle in chapters 25-40. If we
could enter into the great tabernacle, we wouldegs a beautiful type of Jesus Christ
symbolized in the furniture. We might first notiadrazen altar outside the holy place upon
which sacrifices were made to invite God’s presedesus Christ becomes that final sacrifice
that takes us into God'’s presence. Within the HRdace we would then see the bread of the
presence, representing God’s presence with hisi@aopl his ability to sustain them. Jesus
Christ provides that eternal food for us in etesaVation by his advent, death, and resurrection.
He said, “I am the bread of life” in John 6:35. Weght then notice the candelabra symbolizing
God’s light. Jesus became the light of the wondJohn 8 on the last day of the feast of
tabernacles when the high priest was lighting edelabra, Jesus Christ cried out and said “|
am the light of the world” (John 8:12).

The altar of incense stood before the veil, a edfdcal point from which a sweet odor
would rise up into God’s presence. Jesus Chrishipes our intercessory Savior, bringing up to
the Father prayers on our behalf. We are told im&us chapter 8 that He ever lives and He is
making intercession for us at the right hand offather (Rom 8:34). After the altar of incense
was a veil separating the Most Holy Place fromrése of the tabernacle. Jesus Christ, through
His flesh, becomes the veil that opens the waytimd~ather’s presence in the Holy of Holies in
heaven itself (Heb. 10:20).

If we were to enter into the Most Holy Room, a plachere the high priest would go
only once a year, we would see the Ark of the CanénThe Ark of the Covenant contained the
two tablets of the law which Moses brought dowmfdlt. Sinai. These can also be seen as

symbols representing Jesus Christ in that he carhsfill the law. We would also see some of
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the manna provided to the Israelites. The rabhbdteat the manna had gone to heaven and
would come back when the Messiah came. It is sagmt that Jesus Christ in John 6 claimed to
be the manna come from heaven and said if youfeaé@nd receive me as Lord and Savior
then | will give you the nourishment whereby yodl wever die (John 6:51). In the book of
Revelation the overcomer is promised that he magfghe hidden manna, which is Jesus
Christ, revealed to those who believe, issuingénral life (Rev. 2:17). We would also see
Aaron’s rod that budded. This is a depiction of tbeurrected life in Jesus Christ and is the anti-
typical fulfilment of one who conquers death as thigning, resurrected, type of high priest
seen in Hebrews chapter 7.

Then we see the lid of the Ark of the Covenant. lldheepresents the place where
atonement was made by the blood of Christ. Itgaificant that the Hebrew word for lid is
kapharetand the Septuagint translates ihdasterion Paul, in Romans 3:25, says God placed
Christ as thdiilasterionso that through faith in his blood we might haviea@on. He represents
the lid by becoming God’s propitiation or satisfantfor our sins, as well as the expiation that
removes our sins. So what happened on the Dayafehtent is now permanent, fulfilled in the

atonement of Christ.

Christ the Shekinah Glory of God

Finally, as we look in Exodus chapter 40, God’sspreee appears among his people in
the tabernacle as an overshadowing cloud. Thiglolas called “the glory of God.” The
Hebrew word Bakanmeaning to dwell is used in Exodus 40 when God tiwehe tent of
meeting. In the gospel of John the Word becomes féemd He pitches his tent among us. John

says, “He dwelt with us and we gazed upon his géarthe only begotten Son by the Father, full
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of grace and truth” (John 1:14). John uses thelGneed eskenoseemphasizing the final
dwelling, using the same consonants s-k-n in treetsform of the Hebrew word, to dwell.
Thus, the book of Exodus concludes with thelsnah(dwelling) of God typifying and having

its ultimate fulfillment in John 1:14 in the incation of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
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Leviticus

Christ the Fulfillment of the Sacrificial System

The great book of Leviticus contains many allusithreg can be applied to Jesus Christ.
First is the sacrificial system described in thistfy chapters of Leviticus. In the first three
chapters we have the sweet smelling offerings ptedeo the Lord. The first offering is the
ascent offering. This represents Jesus Christ lsecaben he died, all that he did was brought up
to the Father as an offering of ascent. Theredsrbal offering, picturing the perfect humanity
of Jesus Christ being offered as a gift to the &asleen in the fine meal. Next is the peace
offering that represents the worshiper and Gothan the worshiper was able to participate in
that offering, signifying peace between the offered God. In Ephesians Chapter 2, Paul sees
Christ as our peace. Paul says that Christ camer@adhed peace to the Jew and peace to the
Gentile and made the two one. In Romans 5:1, Rzed gn to say that we are now justified and
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Chiestlso refers to these first three offerings in
Ephesians 5:2 when he says we are to walk in lastegs Christ loved us and delivered Himself
over on behalf of us as a sweet savory sacrifi¢gdd. When we act in love, we fulfill what
Christ accomplished for us in his sacrifice anddmee sweet savory offerings to the Lord.

The fourth and fifth offerings were the sin offegiand the trespass offering. Jesus Christ
fulfills both of those typically. Paul writes inQorinthians 5:17 that Christ, who knew no sin,
became a sin offering for us that we might be maglgeousness in the eyes of God. Jesus

Christ is also seen as a trespass offering. Wektén Ephesians 2:1-3 that we are dead in
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trespasses and sins, but now because of Jesus tbss trespasses have been removed. By his
sacrifice and through his grace, we have been tieduraised and seated with Christ who

fulfilled all the offerings of Leviticus 1-5.

Christ the Fulfillment of the Great Day of Atonemert

As we continue thinking of the book of Leviticugraninds go to the great Day of
Atonement in Leviticus 16. On that day the higtept; after offering a bull for himself, took two
goats and cast lots for them. One goat would bedkdnd its blood would be taken and
sprinkled in the Holy of Holies. The high priestwg then come back out and lay his hands on
the second goat, the live goat, and it would bealae into a cut off place, bearing the sins of
people away (Lev. 16:22). Jesus Christ becamertta gnd final high priest. As the final high
priest he entered the Holy of Holies through hesHi. Further, he became like that first goat
taking away our sins permanently. Hebrews 10:4stttat the blood of bulls and goats would
never take away our sins, but Jesus took awayiosipgrmanently.

The second goat also becomes a type or depicti@hast. In Isaiah chapter 53, the
great picture of the atonement of Christ, we ale, tdWho of his generation became concerned
that he was cut off from the land of the living fbe transgressions of my people?” (Isaiah 53:8).
It was the second goat that went to the cut offllaesus was cut off by his sacrifice and went to
agezarahland (a cut off land like the second goat) anavhasnigzar (cut off) on our behalf
(Lev. 16:22). Like the first goat, he suffered diean the cross in our place. Like the second
goat, he bore our sins away by His death. Projtiaind expiation are both accomplished in

Christ.
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Christ the Fulfillment of the Festivals of Israel

As we think further through the great book of Leis, the Moadim, the festivals of
chapter 23, beautifully have their typical fulfikmt in Jesus Christ. There is the first feast ef th
Passover of which we have spoken in the book oflEgo Jesus Christ is our Passover as Paul
writes in 1 Corinthians 5:7. He is the Lamb of Gbdt takes away our sins. There is the feast of
the unleavened bread in which Jesus Christ leatts aiioly life, rooting out the leaven of sin
from our lives as we seek to follow Him (I Cor. b:8

In the feast of first fruits, it is significant thane day after the Sabbath, the priests would
wave an offering of first fruits. This feast isfilied in the resurrection of Jesus Christ on thg d
after Sabbath. In 1 Corinthians 15:23, Paul wtited Christ is the first fruit of those who are his
at his coming. It is significant that on the dateathe Sabbath Jesus Christ rose again as the firs
fruits of all the believers that sleep, who will tzésed some day.

The next great feast was the feast of Pentecoste&east looked forward to the giving of
the law in Jewish history as well as the harvestpoing time. Two loaves of bread were baked
together into one. In Acts chapter 2, at Penteeastsee its fulfillment fifty days after the
resurrection in which Jew and Gentile are brouggether as one final loaf (Acts 2:10). This
depicts a beautiful spiritual harvest as a redulh® pouring out of the Holy Spirit. Then there
was a long wait until we come to the blowing ofipets sounding the second coming of Jesus
Christ.

This is followed then by the next great event,Diagy of Atonement. Taking us back to
Leviticus 16, Jesus Christ provided a great dagtonement in which God’s people, Israel, will
enter into it according to Romans 11. Paul wrikeg someday all Israel will be saved, picturing

a great revival in Israel (Rom. 11:26-27).
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Finally, there is the feast of tabernacles. Theke celebrated this feast lived in
temporary dwellings that looked forward to a pererdrdwelling in the land of Canaan. Today
we look forward to that permanent dwelling in tleéernal Canaan” with Jesus Christ where we
will live with him through the ceaseless ages efm®ity. On the mount of transfiguration,
recorded in Matthew chapter 17, there is an allusiathis when Peter says, “let us make three
tabernacles, one for you Lord, one for Moses aredfonElijah” (Matt. 17:4). At that point a
voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved somartem” (Matt. 17:5). Jesus is the means that
allows us to celebrate the final feast of Tabermaoh that he has come to provide it for us by
fulfilling the law and the prophets, leading ustder that eternal Canaan by his death,

resurrection and glorification.

Christ Fulfills the Year of Jubilee

The final reference to Christ in Leviticus is inagher 25, the year of jubilee. This was a
time of freedom when slaves were set free and dedits paid. In Luke 4:16 Jesus, reading the
Isaiah scroll, says He has come to liberate athfoaptivity and to set free those who are in the
bondage of sin. We live now in this freedom; anretkfreedom only he can give through his

final and divine sacrifice.
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Numbers

Christ the Believer's Rest

In the book of Numbers, which is Bamidbar or “ie thesert” in Hebrew, we see the
failure of the children of Israel to enter into thed of promise because of their disobedience to
Yahweh. That event becomes a picture in Hebrewgtehd of a warning that believers are to
press on to enter into the rest of the Lord. & i8arning against the apostasy of non believers
who would fail to press on in Christ. The writeiIceurages us to “keep on keeping on” in Jesus

Christ.

Christ Lifted Up on the Cross

The book of Numbers also contains a great Chrigioéd moment in chapter 21.
Serpents torment the children of Israel who detiderect a bronze or brass serpent visible
throughout the camp. Those that look upon thatesgrare healed. It is significant that in John
3:14, Jesus alludes to this very text when he Sawps, as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, even so the son of man be lifted updse who look to Christ, lifted up on the cross
and in His ascension, are rescued from the venoipmissn of sin and are brought into eternal
life through faith in him. In his gospel, John tg®Jesus as going on to say, “For God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son thabswever believes in Him will not perish but

have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
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Christ is the Son of David

There is another allusion to our Lord Jesus Cimistumbers 24. We see this in that
great prophesy of Balaam who sees a star rising.stdr has its fulfilment in David, but it is
ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Jesus Chissthe final star, that final light of God, the din
Messiah. It is significant that in the book Matthewise men followed the star which probably
represented the glory of God that came and dwelt the place where Jesus was born.
Therefore Jesus Christ is the ultimate fulfilmehthat great star as he comes through the
Davidic line and becomes the final David, the fiNssiah, who is to be worshiped as the final

sovereign and final king.
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Deuteronomy

The book of Deuteronomy, the final book of the Tgiia a beautiful book that can be
summarized as a treaty that Yahweh makes withebelp of Israel. In the first four chapters it
is as though the suzerain, the king, is sayingjsThwhat | have done for you and here is where
I have brought you.” Chapters 5 and 26 are whahhibg called the body of the treaty. Yahweh
says, “Here is what | want you to do in relatiopsta me.” It is the vertical calling, “You will
have no other gods before me. You must set me asdlgive all your allegiance to me.”
Chapters 12 through 26 show how people shoulderéte¢ach other. This is the outworking of
the law in relationship to the land and the waythee to live in the land with cursings and
blessings announced (chapters 27-30). “If you datwkay you will receive these blessings, and
if you don’t do what | say you will be cursed” (xe@0:19-20). Finally, in chapters 31 through
34 God calls heaven and earth to bear witnessttrasty is being made. This very closely

parallels Hittite treaties of that time when a Sa#ewould make a treaty with a vassal people.

Christ and the Great Commandment

This great book has several Christological allnsid’he great Shema reads, “Hear O
Israel, the Lord your God, the Lord is One Lord’e{id 6:4). It is significant that the woathad
is the same adjective used in Genesis 2:24 speakimgn and woman becoming one flesh. In

this prayer the great truth of the Trinity is selpelieve, in one God as Father, Son and Holy
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Spirit. There is one God in three persons: a tridod we worship, to whom we respond and
listen. Since Genesis 2:24 allows for two, a malg afemale, yet one flesh, so, | believe,
Deuteronomy 6:4 allows for three in one seen thinahg progressive revelation of Scripture.
The text further says, “You shall love your Godatl your heart, soul, and with all your
might” (Deut 6:5). This text is repeated in Matthe#&/when Christ was asked which is the
greatest of the 613 commandments. Jesus replieththéirst and the greatest commandment is
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your higasoul and mind” (Matt 22:37). Jesus Christ
wants us to love the Father, the Son and the Hpilyt Svith everything we have: with all of our
mind, with all of our being, and with all of ourength.

It is significant the Jesus says the second cordmant is like the first, “and you shall
love your neighbor as yourself” (Matt 22:39), gugtithe book of Leviticus (Lev 19:18). We
should relate to God in absolute love, to the bésur ability and through the empowerment of
the Holy Spirit, and love our neighbor as ourselesus brought these two texts together and

said that they fulfill the whole law.

Christ the Final Prophet

Further, in Deuteronomy 18:18 it states that atgseaphet would come; a man like
Moses. Some apply this text to Joshua, but | belieultimately refers to Jesus Christ. In John
chapter 1, John the Baptist was asked, “Are yoptbphet?” John replies, “No, | am just the
voice of one crying in wilderness” (John 1:21-224hhn came to prepare the way of the Lord.
John then points to the One he is announcingjshisus the Christ. | believe here we see that

Jesus is the final prophet of Deuteronomy 18, ptediby Moses.
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Christ the Final Fulfillment of the Law

There is another significant passage in Deutergn®®rthat Paul quotes in Romans
chapter 10. Moses is giving the Torah to the chilcf Israel to those that were ready to go into
the land in the second generation. He said, “Yitdwave to go heaven to bring the Torah to
you, | have just given it to you. You don’t havectoss the sea to get it, it is near you. Itis in
your hearts and in your mouth” (Deut 30:12-14), meg it is close at hand in your very mind. |
have just given it to you and it is in your mouttou can utter it; it is on the tip of your tonguee.
is right here, you don’t have to go to find it.dve just preached the sermon about it to you, says
Moses.

Paul then takes that great text and applies wany of what we call Midrash, led by the
divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to the finallfilment of the law which is Jesus Christ. In
Jewish exegesis there were four basic principlaswere applied in the exegesis or
understanding of a text. First, there vikeshatwhich meant “a blow.” This would be the literal
interpretation of a text. Next there wAsmeswhich meant “a hint” as a passage has a deeper
level. Third wadDarash,which meant “commentary” on the text. Finally, ta@asSod,which
meant “mystery” or seeing a deeper meaning in & Y¥ken you put those words together with
two “a” vowels and end in an “e” vowel one has Ward Paradise,an acronym that in Persian
means garden. If you put these four together yauugnwith a paradise as you read the biblical
text; it becomes a blossoming fragrant garden.

Paul employs this methodology, especi@lprash,in Romans chapter 10:5-10 as the
Holy Spirit inspires Paul through this method. $ées this text as@arash,or commentary
applied to Jesus, since Jesus is the fulfillmenheflaw. Paul says, “We don’t have to go to

heaven now to bring Christ down,” that is to brthg Messiah down from heaven since He has



27

already come. “We don’t have to go to the underavlbring Christ up from the grave” as he
has already risen. Here Paul is possibly alludingrt Aramaic rendition of Deuteronomy called
theTargum Neofetivhere it is referenced in this text that you ddrate to go to the underworld
to bring the Torah up. Paul's readers, especialyish readers, would understand that the final
Torah has come back from the grave. In other wavdsijon’t have to bring Christ from the
grave as he has already risen. Notice the commgemaDarash,in which you take phrases and
nail down a point. In the next phrase mouth andttea used. Paul’s commentary is, you don't
have to bring Christ down from heaven or bring &tup from the grave, but if you believe in
your hearts that God has raised him from the deddfayou confess from your mouth that Jesus
is Lord, Paul says, you will be saved. “Confessgomade to salvation, and with the heart one
believes, resulting in righteousness” (Rom. 1009-Here we see the Apostle Paul taking
Darashand applying it to Jesus as the ultimate fulfilllnehDeuteronomy 30. Paul writes that
Jesus is the final Torah come down from heaven @soconquered death and if one believes
that God has raised him from the dead and confésseas Lord then one can be saved and

have eternal life.
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Joshua

Christ Our Final Joshua

As we begin the historical book of Joshua, the rfigure is Joshua. In Hebrew, Joshua
means “Yahweh will save,” and it is significant tBashua becomes a type of Christ who brings
salvation. Yeshua is the name of Jesus who briltigsate salvation. Yeshua is the name of
Joshua in Hebrews and it is to be remembered dsoken the New Testament that it is through

Jesus Christ, our Yeshua, that we receive eteahatson.

Christ our Final Rest

In the book of Hebrews, beginning in the seconchwg section in chapter 3 and going
to chapter 4, we see our final Yeshua. In chaptee4writer refers to a rest for the people of
God and this rest is a permanent rest. It is peemaBabbath, and he goes on to say in verse 8
that if Joshua had given final rest there wouldheote been another day after those days that the
writer would be speaking of in Psalm 95 where hes sdhere is yet a rest for the people of
God.” If Joshua had given the final rest then wpgak about another rest? The writer of
Hebrews concludes that there is a remaining Salibathe people of God. The one who enters
into His rest, that is the rest that Christ haagalished, will cease from his own works of
working his own way into salvation, and rest in Gdithished work in Jesus Christ. The author
then concludes in a second warning section, “Ldtaudiligent then to enter into that rest” (Heb

4:11) and so as believers in Jesus we rest in (Ghfiilsished work. This is the work that he has
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fulfilled and that Joshua typified. In this permaheest we do not work to gain our salvation.
Our works must follow our salvation as a resulbha¥ing been saved. The smoke in the chimney
is the result of fire in the fireplace. The reflfaith in Jesus leads to works that God created,
that we should walk in as Paul says in Ephesial@. 2Ve are saved, totally apart from human
effort or human works. Our works only follow asesult of having entered into the finished
work of Christ through faith in Him.

Romans and James beautifully fit together as Rendascribes how there would be fire
in the fireplace if there is faith in Christ. Ittisrough faith alone in Jesus Christ, not workaf th
we are justified. But in the book of James it says;e having been justified that justification is
to manifest itself in that it shows the fruit ofttaand so we can say, “If there is fire in the
fireplace” (if we truly have justification and sag faith through Jesus Christ) then works should
follow as a response of that saving faith that weehthrough Jesus Christ as seen in the Book of
James. The Book of James speaks of the smoke fr@chimney and in Romans we see how
the fire gets into the fireplace. And so, Joshudthe leading of Israel into the land of promise
becomes a type of Christ, that final Joshua whddtss into that rest of eternal salvation. This
is sealed through faith alone in this finished watth our works only indicating that our faith is

genuine. Let us enter into Christ’s finished wonkl aest.
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Judges

Christ the Perfect Judge and Deliverer

In the book of judges, we find charismatic leadbet were raised up to give deliverance
to the Israelites dwelling in the land of CaanamirsJesus Christ we see the perfect judge, the
final one who is to speak true judgment in all thateaches between people. He is the one who
is to bring not just final temporal deliverance btérnal deliverance from spiritual enemies that

would enslave us such as sin, Satan and the deofitims world.

Christ the Wise Judge in Fullness of Wisdom

In Isaiah chapter 11, there is a beautiful messi@xt that speaks that one would come
forth from the stock of Jesse and that the spirihe Lord would rest upon him; this will be a
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit ofiasel and might, and the spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the Lord. The text goes on to baye will not judge according to the sight of
his eyes or decide after the hearing of his easinrighteousness. He will judge the poor and
he will decide with equity for those that are meekhe land (Isaiah 11:1-4). Jesus Christ is the
final judge, who will judge according to that whightrue, that which is in the fullness of
wisdom and understanding, that which has the ggficbunsel and might and knowledge in the
fullest perfect sense. Jesus is the final perfediy¢ that the other judges can only foreshadow in

a very weak way. He is the one who fulfills wisdgment in the ultimate sense.
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Ruth

Christ Our Kinsman Redeemer

We have an amazing story of fidelity to the Lordhe book of Ruth, the Moabitess, and
in her fidelity to Naomi. It is significant that Rufollowed Naomi back to the land of Caanan
where she met Boaz, the kinsman redeemer. The &imsedeemer had to be one who was a
near kinsman, one who was able to redeem, and baoewas willing to redeem. Jesus becomes
an anti-type as Boaz and typically represents Hesus Christ becomes one with us in terms of
humanity, a perfect humanity. He knew no sin, thigewof Hebrews tells us in chapter 5, but
was also fully human. As human, he identified withas our near kinsmen.

He is also one who was willing to become our kiasmedeemer. He said to the Father,
“Not my will but yours be done” (Matt 26:39). Hesalsaid, “No one takes my life from me but |
lay it down” (John 10:18). So Jesus Christ willjwgecame the one who would redeem us and
buy us out of sin into His glorious kingdom andegivs a permanent inheritance in Him.
Furthermore, He was not only willing but He wasealal redeem. It took one who was fully God
and fully man to provide that bridge between us @od the Father. Jesus Christ, the God/Man,
became the perfect kinsmen redeemer through htk dpan the cross and his resurrection. He
enabled us to be redeemed and to experience timaleteneritance through His work as our

redeemer.
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Christ the Kinsman Redeemer Received Through Faith

It should not be overlooked that Ruth was a Moalit&entile, one who was literally
outside Israel. Yet because of her faith, she bedten great grandmother of David and the great
grandmother of Jesus Christ. She becomes a typ&ehtile who, through faith in Jesus Christ,

is brought into salvation as result of the grac&od.
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| and Il Samuel

The book of | and Il Samuel represents one bodke@Hebrew Scripture and the greatest
Christological moment, | believe, is what is calted Davidic covenant of Il Samuel chapter 7.
There are three great covenants of what we mighbaled “Matterhorns” of the Hebrew
Scriptures: The Abrahamic covenant in Genesis B2ahd then seen throughout the book of
Genesis, the second is the Davidic seen in Il SamW2-14, and finally, the third is the new

covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34.

Christ Fulfills the Davidic Covenant

It is in the Davidic covenant that Nathan comeslhtare with David that another would
build God’s house and one of David’'s descendantddvsit upon his throne forever. The text in
2 Samuel 7 reads, “He will build my house for mynea(speaking about Solomon), and | will
establish the throne of his kingdom forever. | Wil a father to him and he will be a son to me”
(2 Sam 7:13-14). The writer states in verse 18yilllestablish his kingdom forever.” The Lord
is saying that after David, one will come who id®the permanent king. From this we know
that there was a succession of kings, but Jesust@hthe final fulfilment of this great text; He
is the final eternal King.

In Luke chapter 1, Gabriel makes an announcenoeiary concerning the birth of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Gabriel says, “Behold this sim@l be great and shall be called the son of the

most high and the Lord God will give to Him thedhe of David and He shall reign over the
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house of Jacob forever and of his Kingdom therébeiino end” (Luke 1:32-33). This is a
beautiful promise and fulfillment. Jesus Christhie one who is to be the final King fulfilling the
covenant made by David. He is one who reigns oridathrone forever because of His
resurrection. He is now seated at the Fathertg tignd in the place of honor as the eternal King

(Acts 2:30-36).
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| and Il Kings

Christ the Perfect King

I and Il Kings is also one book in the Hebrew Srips. Its main theme is to trace the
failure of the kings of the northern kingdom ashvasl the southern kingdom with a few
revivalist kings. The purpose of the book is tofeeth the reason for exile and captivity seen in
the failure of keeping the central place of worshigerusalem relative to the northern kings,
whereas the southern kings built high places antt eway from Yahweh with the exception of
a few kings who had revivals such as Josiah.

The book shows the failure of Israel kings intloeth and the south and this, | believe,
points to a future reality again of a final kinlgetLord Jesus Christ, who will not fail. He is the
perfect king and who will establish revival in thearts of those who accept his teachings and his
Torah, and who ultimately accept him as the Loréwled and who rose again. Through faith in
Him, He becomes the final king of his people whadethem into that eternal kingdom of a new

heaven and a new earth.
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| and Il Chronicles

The book of Chronicles is actually the last bobkhe Hebrew Bible. In the Chronicles
we have a beautiful depiction of David as a typ€bfist. David is the model that the book of
Chronicles goes back to in encouraging those comingf exile to build the temple after the

Babylonian captivity and reestablish Davidic wopshi

Christ is the Perfect David

David is also referred to in Ezekiel. Ezekiel sthat David will come someday and be
the final shepherd. In Ezekiel chapter 34 the wstates, “I the Lord will be their God and the
servant David will be the prince among them” (E24a24). The word David in Hebrew has a
dalid, awaw, and adalid in its consonants. Thialid equals 4, thevaw equals 6 and thealid 4.
By adding them up we end with the number 14. InJéwish exegesis this could be called
gematriain which numbers have a symbolic significancehigigospel, Matthew tells us that
from Abraham to David are 14 generations. From Davithe Babylonian captivity there are 14
generations, and from the Babylonian captivity toi§ there are 14 generations (Matt 1:17).
Therefore we have a 3 fold witness to the numbearidiit is as if Matthew is saying that in

Jesus Christ we see the final perfect David andsMbsvho is the God/Man, Jesus Christ.
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Ezra and Nehemiah

Christ Our Final Torah

In the book of Ezra and Nehemiah we have two drisabrical figures, Ezra and
Nehemiah, who beautifully depict the two aspectswfLord Jesus Christ. The importance that
Ezra gave to the Torah, Jesus gave to the Torah.i€8een in Nehemiah chapters 8 and 9 as
reading continuously from the Law of Moses. He aukthe Torah and read it. In the Gospel of
Matthew chapter 5, Christ says that He didn’t caméestroy the Torah but to fulfill it and that
He is the final scribe who interprets the Law ia treat Sermon on the Mount. We are to
respond to His message seen in the great commiggiohserving all that Jesus taught. We
should obey all things that He has commanded gisishe people responded to the Torah as it

was read by Ezra. Jesus Christ is our final Torah.

Christ the Builder of a New Jerusalem

Nehemiah became a type of one who desired to theldity of God, Jerusalem. It is
significant that Jesus is building a New JerusalémJohn 14 Jesus says, “| am going to prepare
a place for you and | will come again and receive o myself that where | am you will be
also” (John 14:3). So Jesus Christ is buildingnalfcity, a permanent city that will not be
destroyed and will never cease in the New Jerusadehe new heaven and in the new earth

(Rev 21-22).
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Esther

Christ Fulfills the Providence of God

In the book of Esther, we see the great providef¢god in delivering his people. It is
significant that the woré&lohim or God, does not appear in the book of Estheénrauny have
said that while we do not have the name of Godseeethe finger of God at work. As we look at
Jesus Christ, we see Jesus Christ delivered ovireorross to what appeared to be the final end;
but it was not the end. In the plan of God, inphavidence of God, the cross leads to
resurrection. God would use Christ’s cross workaee people who put their trust in Him. The
providence of God was at work in Esther. The prenik of God was at work in Jesus Christ
who, through the resurrection, conquers death andrbes the basis of salvation for His people

who have put their faith in Him.
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Job

Christ the Living Redeemer

The book of Job is about human suffering. Job&nfils felt that he was suffering because
he had sinned against the Lord, but this was reot#ése at all. Job was suffering but there was
no way of explaining it from a human point of vie@nly in the prologue do we learn the
reason for Job’s suffering. Job and his friendsimadlea, but in the midst of suffering in the
debate between Job and his friends Eliphaz, BiddatiZophar, one of the greatest responses of
Job to his three friends appears in the staterfidatpw that my redeemer lives and that He will
arise and witness on my dust after my skin is dgett. Yet from my own flesh I will see God,
whom | will see myself, my eyes shall see and motlzer's” (Job 19:25-27). At this moment,
Job is given a glimpse of resurrection. A resuroacbased upon the coming redeemer, our Lord
Jesus Christ who will provide the means of restimac Some translate the text “from my flesh”
as “without my flesh.” However, when Job says “aklsee for myself, my eyes shall see and not
another,” it seems to me to affirm the translatioom my flesh” rather than “without my flesh.”
Therefore, it is my conviction, that this is a digirevelation, a picture of a coming redeemer
pointing to resurrection which Jesus Christ fudfhrough His resurrection and anticipation of
Job’s resurrection, where Job would meet his reéeamd where he would see for himself his
vindication. This is a great text that | beliegeks at the resurrection and the second coming of
Jesus as the resurrected redeemer. This pointsabPaul says, “This mortal must put on that

which is immortal” (1Cor. 15:53).
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Psalms

The book of Psalms, thiezhelimin Hebrew, looks at the praises of God in the ldebr
Scriptures. This was Israel’s hymn book. Actualky mave five great books that make up the
Psalter. The first book is in chapters 1-41 ammbitcludes with a benediction, “Blessed are you
Lord of Israel from everlasting to everlasting Anerd Amen” (Ps 41:14). The second book
goes from Psalm 42-72 and concludes with a blesdBigssed be His glorious name forever
and let the whole earth be filled with His gloryn&n and Amen. The prayers of David the son
of Jesse are ended” (Ps 72: 19-20). There is @ ltiwiok in the Psalter from Psalm 73-89, and
again we have the same type of blessing, “Blessegiau Lord forever! Amen and Amen” (Ps.
89:52). In Psalms 90-106 we have the fourth boakefPsalter with the same type of blessing,
“Blessed is Israel from everlasting to everlastibet all the people say ‘Amen and Hallelujah!”
(Ps 106:48). The final book goes from Psalm 107-Fs@lm 150 is the final conclusion of the
fifth book with the whole Psalm as a blessing amctudes, “Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord” (Ps 150:6).

Within these five books there are different typEPsalms such as the Lament Psalms
dealing with individual and corporate lament, Rogahlms that deal with the king and his
coronation, wedding etc., and Praise Psalms whael with praise in a wide variety of Psalms
worshipping the Lord in his attributes and workkeile are messianic Psalms that have their

fulfillment typically or directly prophetically idesus Christ. The Psalms that we can classify
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Christocentrically or Christologically in this cgy are Psalms 2, 8, 16, 22, 23, 40, 45, 68, 102
and 118. These great texts have their fulfillntgpologically or prophetically in Jesus Christ.

In looking at these Psalms we begin with Psalmli#¢ckvis a royal Psalm that has 4 basic
movements. It is the coronation day of a king.hia tirst three verses there is a rebellion against
the king that Yahweh is appointing. The Lord whis 81 heaven, however, has determined that
his king is going to reign (vs. 4-6), then we hissr word of the king. In verses 7-9 he speaks
concerning God’s word to him. He says, “You aresuog and | today have begotten you.” This
is then followed by, “You can ask me, and | wilvgithe nations for your inheritance and
outermost parts of the world for your possessids 2:8). Then the Psalmist says to the king
that they should stop the rebellion (vs. 10-12is Kignificant that this was probably the
coronation for a king of Israel and it becomespetygf the Lord Jesus Christ, seen from the New

Testament.

Christ on the Cross

In Acts chapter 4, the early church applied thi$ te Jesus Christ in that we are told that
Herod and Pontius Pilate and the nations were gadhtegether to do what God’s hand and will
already had predetermined to happen as this vetystguoted, “Why do the nations rage and
peoples meditate in vain things? The kings of @nthestation themselves and the rulers take
council together against the Lord and against hiss€ (Acts 4:25-26). We are told that they
were gathered together in that city against “yaly lchild Jesus whom you anointed. Herod
and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and peopleraiel to do whatsoever your hand and your
will have predetermined to occur” (Acts 4:27-28).t8e first movement of the Psalm 2:1-3

views the cross in Acts 4.
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Christ the Coronated King in Resurrection

The second moment is the resurrection. The Psahassthe king say, “Today | have
begotten you” (Ps 2:7). In the ancient world whekingg was being coronated, it was the day he
was begotten, so to speak, as the son of the gbthéhwas representing. We find this in Ugaritic
literature. Ugaritic is the language of Canaan s used to describe the worship of Baal and
Asherah. In one of the texts there is the coronaday of a king described in this same
languagé. It is significant that in the New Testament in é\chapter 13, Paul applied this text to
Jesus Christ when he says that it was in the mstion that the text was ultimately fulfilled.
Paul applies this text to the resurrection. In ARs33 Paul says, God has fulfilled this to their
children by raising Jesus, as it is written in $leeond Psalm: “You are my son, this day | have
begotten you” (Ps 2:7). Paul goes on to describedhurrection by saying that David was not
raised but Jesus, alluding to Psalm 16 and Psamh@ has become heir of all things. We see a
reference to the son in Hebrews chapter 1, wherevthier of Hebrews says that “God has

spoken in the Son whom He has made heir of algdiiHeb 1:2).

Christ as Final Judge

Jesus Christ as the Son fulfills Psalm 2 in findfifment and further, some day he is
coming back as King of Kings, and Lord of LordsRavelation 19:15, Psalm 2:9 is applied to
Jesus Christ at His coming in which it reads “H# shepherd the nations with an iron scepter,”
looking at his ultimate reign as King of Kings aoakd of Lords bringing final judgment to this
world as the eternal king. In Psalm 2, then, wetBeeross, we see the resurrection, and we see

that Christ is heir of all things and we are jdieirs with him according to Romans 8:17.

2 C. H. Gordon, Ugaritic Textbook, 125:10-11.



43

Christ Our Perfect Pathfinder in the Incarnation

Psalm 8 is the next messianic Psalm. In Psalmt8edirst level of interpretation, we see
the depiction of the dignity of man. The writer sag he is looking at the stars, “When | see
your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moodh thie stars which you have made, what is
man that you remember him, or the son of man tbatwsit him?” (Ps 8:3-4). Itis significant
that we are told the nearest galaxy is 30 millightlyears away. Traveling at the speed of light,
186,000 miles a second, in 2 seconds we zip pashton, then we still have 30 million years of
travel time to get to the nearest galaxy. Thatsfthger work of the Lord and the Psalmist
naturally asks, “What is mere mortal man that yeenethink about him? Yet, you have made
him a little lower than the angels and crowned Wittt glory and honor and you have put all
things under his feet” (Ps 8: 4-6). Having showa dignity of human kind, this is then applied
in Hebrews chapter 2 by the writer of Hebrews &udeChrist who was made a little lower than
the angels (quoting from the Septuagint) and nawoed with glory and honor, “And He was
made for a little while lower than the angels tHatmight taste death on behalf of all men” (Heb
2:9).

The writer of Hebrews says that it was fitting €@inrist to do this for the One who sets us
apart to glory, God the father, and we who aredpsgt apart as believers are one in that we now
have a pathfinder (Heb 2:10). Jesus Christ waepted as that perfect pathfinder. He was
without sin but perfected as our pathfinder who twtshe way through the thicket of death and

has conquered death for us becoming the resurreetahd Adam on our behalf.
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Christ in the Resurrection Did Not See Corruption

In Psalm 16 we have another Christological reibecin which David in the midst of this
great Psalm says, “You will not abandon my sousheol, neither will you suffer your holy one
to see corruption” (Ps 16:10). This text is thepligal to Jesus Christ in the New Testament. In
Acts chapter 2, Peter applies this great textéadsurrection of Jesus Christ. It is Jesus Christ
who didn’t see corruption and David, being a prd@me seeing in advance the resurrection of
Christ knowing that God had promised that one keijn on his throne forever, prophesied

concerning the resurrection of Jesus Christ (A38-31).

Christ’s Prayer upon the Cross

Next in Psalm 22 we come to what might be calleddgrayer of Christ upon the Cross.
This great Psalm is a lament in which the Psalmistying out to the Lord for help. He says,
“But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by mendaspised by the people. All who see me
mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their headgingp’'He trusted in the Lord, let the Lord
rescue him; let him deliver him since he delight&im!” (Ps. 22:6-8). This lament Psalm looks
at Christ on the cross. David becomes a type ofitbater David, and this Psalm might be called
a typically prophetic messianic Psalm. ThroughRkalm, David, prophetically points to the
greater David, Jesus Christ. As we move throughPgam the Psalmist says, “Bulls have
encompassed me, strong bulls of Bashan have stdtibemselves about me” (Ps. 22:12). In
this he describes the angry crowds around the &gy of typical fulfilment seen in Jesus
Christ as the crowds wanted to destroy him. Dawittiaues, “| am poured out like water, and
all of my bones are out of joint. My heart is magfilike wax and my strength is dried up like a

potsherd and my tongue cleaves to my throat” (P44215). There is here the depletion of all
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energy, there is thirst, and | am reminded of Jegus said, “I thirst” (John 19:28). The
Psalmist further says, “You have brought me todihgt of death, dogs have surrounded me, a
company of evildoers have enclosed about me, pigntie in my hands and feet” (Ps. 22:15-16).
Some have translated this last phrase as “a liohangs and feet”, but | personally prefer the
idea of piercing. In Akkadian the stdaaru and the same stem here in Hebrew means “to
pierce”, and also it is interesting that the Seginttranslates this verb with the idea of piercing
| cannot help but see not only the teeth of aniratilcking David symbolically, but the nails of
the cross going into the hands and feet of Je§he.Psalm continues, “All of my bones | can
count” (Ps. 22:17), and certainly the nudity of @iarist on the cross is seen here. Finally, the
Psalm reads, “They part my garments among thenficandy vesture they cast lots” (Ps. 22:18).
Again, those around the cross cast lots to seewilhpossess the garments of Jesus Christ (Ps.
22:23-24). This goes beyond David.

Then the Psalmist petitions the Lord for help, ri.de not far off, hurry to help me
deliver me, save me” (Ps. 22:19), and after theipetwe have the declaration of praise in verse
22 and following. The Psalmist says, “I will de@ddhe name of the Lord to my brethren; in the
midst of the assembly, | will praise you” (Ps. 22:2This is a beautiful text that looks at Jesus
Christ in His resurrection. The writer of Hebrevees Jesus Christ as the pathfinder of our
salvation. He says that the one who sanctifiestoske who are being sanctified are all one, and
on account of this he is not ashamed to call theethben saying, “l will declare your name to
the brethren; in the midst of the assembly | wilipe you” (Heb. 2:12). This text is then applied
to the resurrection. The writer of Hebrews goesoosay, since the children partook of the flesh
and blood, Jesus partook of the same that throagthdhe might void the one who had the

power of death, that is the devil, and that He mighoncile them as many were held in the fear
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of death continually while there were living (H&b14-15). So we have victory over death
through Jesus Christ who has declared that vieorgng the disciples at his resurrection, and
we look forward to the reality of eternal life irirdl The writer of Hebrews says further that we
have the high priest who goes before God on oualb&hmake satisfaction for the sins of the
people, and understands our trials because Heierped the same trials and struggles himself

(Heb. 2:17-18).

Christ the Good Shepherd and Host

Psalm 23 is known as the Psalm of the shephebegihs, “The Lord is my shepherd |
shall not want; He causes me to lie down in gressiyves; He restores my soul; He leads me
beside restful waters” (Ps. 23:2-3). Notice thatié¢sels us; He does not drive us. Certainly John
chapter 10 comes to mind as how the Lord is the fiood shepherd who leads us into rest and
into pastures of green grass. It is significant H@wants us to slow down; He wants to lead us
out of a “gerbalistic” kind of life into a rest iHHim. The Psalmist goes on to say “even though |
walk in the valley of deep darkness, | will notrfeail for you are with me. Your rod and your
staff they comfort me” (Ps 23:4). Jesus Christgrasnised to be with us, to never leave us. The
beautiful imagery is that of a valley blocked fréime sun. The shepherd with his sheep carries a
rod in the dark valley to ward off any wild anim#fst might prey on the sheep. Jesus fulfills
this, and it is beautifully depicted in Romans dka@ where we are told that nothing can ever
sever us from the love of God which is in Chrigtukeour Lord (Rom. 8:35-39).

The Psalmist further depicts the shepherd as d hogh, when he says, “you arrange a
table before me in the presence of my adversarngsup is full and brimming over. Surely

goodness and mercy will follow me all the days oflife and | will dwell in the house of the
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Lord forever” (Ps. 23:5-6). He is a royal host l&k&edouin who brings a mat and invites one
into his tent. Even though enemies are pursuingsaémist, he is protected by the host because
he is inside the tent. This host is a royal host ¥éeds the guest he has invited into his tent with
a full table. So the Lord Jesus Christ, our royadthprotects us and takes us into His tent and

gives us a royal feast, now and in the eternal bengf the marriage supper of the Lamb.

Christ Fulfills the Sacrificial System

The next messianic Psalm is Psalm 40. Psalm d@iayer of thanksgiving to the Lord
for deliverance and in the midst of the prayer,Rsalmist says these words, “You do not want
sacrifice and meal offerings, you have no delighthem. Ascent offerings and sin offerings you
have not asked for. Then | said, behold | have ganewritten concerning me in the scroll of
the book. To do your will O God is my delight. Yolwrah is in the midst of my inner being”
(Ps. 40:6-8). This great text is saying that Goesdoot just want religious exercise. This passage
was quoted by the writer of Hebrews in chapter b@mwhe was encouraging his readers to go on
in Jesus Christ and not to go back to Temple seesif When he comes to verse 5 of Hebrews
10, quoting Christ’s coming into the world, Chrssthcarnation, he says, “Sacrifice and offering
you have not desired, but a body you prepared &r(iMeb. 10:5). Note that he is quoting from
the Septuagint here. Instead of the Hebrew reatimg ears you have pierced” (Ps. 40:6), it
seems to me the Septuagint, following a freer tedios, understands that the body of the
psalmist is given to the Lord in proper worship @edvice. So quoting from that text, the writer
of Hebrews writes that Jesus presents his bodyanicarnation. When Jesus said, “Behold, |
am coming, in the scroll of the book it is writtemncerning me to do your will O God” (Heb.

10:7), Christ is determined to come as the God- maime flesh. He is saying by his coming that
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sacrifice and whole burnt offerings, and offerimgsicerning sin, God has not desired or takes
pleasure in. Why? Because they are being offeredrding to the law and the writer of Hebrews
says that Christ has fulfilled the ceremonial lahew he says, “behold | have come to do your
will O God” (Heb. 10:7). Christ then by His will tome, is taking away the first (that is the
animal sacrifices) that He might establish the sddthat is his permanent sacrifice by which we
have been sanctified through the offering of théybof Jesus Christ once and for all) (Heb.
10:10). Notice the commentary the writer of Hebrésvgiving to the text by the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit. Sacrifice and offering looked ansething that now has been done away with in
Jesus Christ. What historically had to do withlagreus ritual now is applied to the sacrificial
system as a whole. We do not offer these sacribeeause Christ has fulfilled the sacrificial

system; this is the teaching of the book of Hebrew®salm 40.

Christ’s Eternal Divinity

In Psalm 45, the next Messianic Psalm, we havettdneiage of a king. It is significant in
the midst of this marriage that this king is rederto as “Elohim.” The text reads, “Your throne,
O Elohim, that is O God, is forever and ever; tbepser of righteousness is the scepter of your
kingdom, for you have hated iniquity and wickedn@seerefore, the Lord your God has
anointed you with the oil of gladness above yourtemporaries” (Ps. 45:6-7).

One of the beautiful fulfillments of this textseen in the book of Hebrews 1:8-9. In the
discussion of the Psalm in its historical contexthe literal level, | believe it is referring &
king who is called of God, meaning a high elevated. Historically, it is looking at a wedding
of a king but when we look at it through the lenskthe New Testament, especially the book of

Hebrews, it is quoted and applied to Jesus, wiGo, the Son. The writer of Hebrews applies it
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to the divinity of Jesus Christ. Psalm 40 is quotedHebrews back to back with Psalm 102
which reads, “You are forever O Lord. You have ldid foundations of the earth, the heavens
are the work of your hands, they shall perish lout ghall abide; and all of them as a garment
shall wax old and as a scroll you shall roll thgmamd as a garment they shall be changed but
your years fail not” (Ps. 102:25-27). In that quivean Psalm 102 which was clearly speaking of
Yahweh in the Hebrew Scriptures as the eternatarethe writer of Hebrews brings this Psalm
together with Psalm 45 to make the statement #satsIChrist is the eternal God and Creator as
the second person of the Trinity. While angelssamgply elements of creation as ministering
spirits like wind or like lightning (Heb 1:14), Jesis the Divine Creator who is God in the

second person of the blessed Holy Trinity.

Christ’s Spiritual Victory and Gifts

Psalm 68 contains the next reference in whichsCle seen in the New Testament. In
Psalm 68 we see God bringing the children of Israelthe land of Canaan. Verse 18 reads,
“You have ascended on high, you led the captiéigtive, you have received gifts among men”
(Ps. 68:18). Yahweh came from heaven and led thelites into the land of Canaan and
received gifts from the Canaanites. The applicabibtiis text is applied by the Apostle Paul to
Jesus Christ in the book of Ephesians chapterdl.qRates this Psalm and says, “He led
captivity captive and he gave gifts to men; what tkat He ascended except that He also
descended into the lowest parts of the earth; lsa®nhe who descended is the One who
ascended above all the heavens that he might fallfthings” (Eph. 4:7-10). This great text
speaks of Jesus Christ as having descended towstl parts, and | would translate this as an

appositional genitive, namely, the earth; and hgqvdescended to the earth in the incarnation, He
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led captivity captive by defeating sin, death, damand the devil and having done so he then
ascended above all the heavens and gave giftofigodHe gave some as apostles, some as
prophets, some as evangelists, and some as pastbtesachers to equip the saints for ministry
(Eph. 4:11-12). Psalm 68 therefore has its ultinagiglication in the work of the resurrected

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

Christ the Eternal Creator with Yahweh

The next great messianic text is Psalm 102. Ehxisi$ the lament and prayer of the
Psalmist who is in exile. In the midst of exile,ibgraying that God will allow him to go back to
Zion before he dies. The psalmist says, “Lord, goaieternal, you have laid the foundation of
the earth and the heavens are the work of your.fidmely will perish; but you will abide. All of
them as a garment will wax old and as a garmenwjithchange them, but you are and your
years fail not” (Ps. 102:26-27). This looks at éternality of God who, because He is eternal, is
able to hear the prayer of the psalmist and ndtitetdie before he gets back to Zion. In the
book of Hebrews, this great text is then appliedesus Christ and his eternality. He is the
eternal king and divine creator, while angels argly like the wind or like lightning, they are

created beings, but He is the Eternal Creator Kidgb. 1:7-14)

Christ as King and Priest

Psalm 110 follows as a messianic Psalm. It is #anp of a king and a priest which |
believe has a direct messianic reference to Chirisegins, “The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my
right hand until | make your enemies a footstooyadir feet” (Ps. 110:1). This verse is the

messianic text most quoted in the New Testamestislguotes it in Matthew chapter 22, when
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he asks the religious leaders, “Why did David bé#issiah Lord if he is his son?” (Matt. 22:43).
They were not able to answer this question. | keltbere is the implication of his deity in this
guestion. Christ is David’s Lord. The psalm is uksdr in Acts chapter 2 in the great sermon by
Peter when he is preaching at Pentecost. Peopleas@ering what is happening. When the 120
began to speak in tongues, and Peter, after qudtieigand after discussing Psalm 16 concerning
the resurrection, goes on to say that this Jesisd raised and we are all witnesses. Therefore,
being exalted in the right hand of the Father aandrig received the promise of the Holy Spirit
from the Father, He has poured out this which yail see and hear for David did not ascend
into heaven but he says, ‘The Lord said to my Leiidat my right hand until | make your
enemies a footstool of your feet™ (Acts 2:32-3Bgter goes on to apply the psalm text by
saying, “Let all the house know assuredly that Gasl made this Jesus whom you crucified both
Lord and Messiah or Christ” (Acts 2:36). Peterdgisg that Jesus Christ is the resurrected Lord
who is now seated at the right hand of the Fatinéne place of honor having subjected enemies
under his feet. In the ancient world enemies apectld as placed under the feet of a king,
indicating their defeat. Jesus has defeated thmieseof sin, the demons and death, and placed
them under his feet. He is thus the divine Messiah.

This great text is also quoted in 1 Corinthianagpthr 15 where the Apostle Paul speaks
of the resurrection of Jesus Christ as the fitgt bf those who believed and are His at His
coming (1Cor. 15:23). In verse 25 he then sayst itHe necessary for him to reign until he puts
all enemies under his feet, and the last enemyighzing destroyed is death” (1Cor. 15:25-26).
Jesus Christ, Paul says, fulfills Psalm 110:1 eateng death and by putting it under his feet as
the last enemy. Further this great text of Psalfi1lis also alluded to in the prayer of Paul in

Ephesians 1:19-21 when Paul wants believers torstai®l who they are in Jesus Christ. He
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wants us to know the power which was energizedinsEwhen the Father raised him from the
dead, and seated him at his right hand in the msavigain, we see an allusion to Psalm 110:1
from the writer of Hebrews who quotes it repeatetlgbrews 1:13 says that God never said to
the angels, “Sit at my right hand until | make yeaemies a footstool of your feet.” He only
says this concerning the Son who is as at the ofgtite Father since angels are simply
ministering spirits sent forth to minister to thdbkat are the heirs of salvation (Heb. 1:13-14).

This Psalm is quoted again later in the book dérde's, when the author shows that
Christ has fulfilled the new covenant and “consedjyeve are waiting until His enemies are
placed under His feet” (Heb. 10:13). Christ is bigh priest who stands and who is seated at the
right hand of the Father. After completing the fisacrifice he sat down at the right hand of God
and He is reigning there until all enemies areymder His feet, and the last enemy will be death
itself.

As stated, Psalm 110 is the most widely quotedlodad to Psalm in the New
Testament. Psalm 110:4 is referred to in Hebrewsén it refers to Jesus as the high priest after
the order of Melchizedek. It reads, “The Lord hasi and will not repent, you are priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 7:ZIlhe writer of Hebrews takes this great text
and applies it to Jesus Christ in Hebrews chapgerd/shows how Christ by virtue of His
resurrection is an eternal Priest after the or@iéfaichizedek. All other priests have to be
replaced by others because of the reality of thein finitude but Jesus Christ who has
conquered death, reigns as an eternal priest oveteanal kingdom. He is further a priest by
oath and by virtue of His resurrection, who wileeveign as king, as well as an intercessory

priest on behalf of His church.
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Christ the Head of the Corner

The final great messianic moment in the book @fifAs is in Psalm 118. This is the
Psalm that speaks of Israel becoming the headceatdmer of a building from the stone which
the builders (the Gentiles) rejected (Ps 118: ZZ)d made Israel the cornerstone of his building
in the Old Testament. In the New Testament JesuistQulfills this text by becoming the final
Israel and becoming the new cornerstone which sepits a new building or temple. Those who
become part of this spiritual building do so byetfaith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior as
spoken in Matthew 21:42-44. The builders in thevNestament represent the religious leaders
and the stone is Jesus. Christ has perfected @ovamant by his death and he is the One who
has become the head of the spiritual temple of Gade up of people who have faith in Him as
Lord and Savior. As we consider all of these gtedhs we are reminded of the hymn:

When | survey the wondrous cross

On which the prince of glory died,

My richest gain | count but loss,

And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it Lord that | should boast

Save in the death of Christ my God

All the vain things that charm me most
| sacrifice them to his blootl.

3 |saac Watts, “When | Survey the Wondrous Cro$kg Worshipping Churcf.990): 213.
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Proverbs

Christ the Wisdom of God

Proverbs is a book of practical wisdom about hovivm effectively. In one of its

chapters, chapter 8, we see the personificatiovissfom. In Proverbs 8:30 wisdom is likened to
a master craftsman who is daily beside God irhall he does. It is significant as we look at this
in the Gospel of John that John alludes to thiswdren he talks about the logos, the Word as the
agent of God in creation. Moving from the persaition of wisdom, John sees through divine
inspiration that Jesus Christ as the second pafthe Holy Trinity was the agent of creation.

He writes, “All things were made through him andhaut him was not anything made that was
made,” (John 1:3). Christ is the wisdom of Godha second person of the Holy Trinity who is

the agent in the creation of all things.
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Ecclesiastes

Christ the Answer to the Preacher’s Quests

The book of Ecclesiastes is the most philosopliioak in the whole of the Hebrew
Scriptures. It is significant that in this bookl&@oon tries different areas and concludes that all
is vanity. Many of the things tried are like chasthe wind. It is like taking a breath on a cold
day and blowing out; you see it for a second amlgbne. He tries wisdom and finds it to be
transitory. He tries pleasure and it to be fleetidg tries materialism and money and finds they
both lead to a futile existence. After Solomongriifferent areas he warns the reader that so
many things tried will not bring ultimate satisfiact in old age. In chapter 12 he concludes by
telling his readers to fear God and keep his conaimeemts, which is his final exhortation
(Eccles. 12:13-14).

Looking at this book with New Testament eyes, S&3rist is the answer to every one of
Solomon’s endeavors; Jesus Christ is the true \msofoGod (Col 2:3). While human wisdom is
fleeting or transitory, Christ is the wisdom theddis to that which is permanent and eternal.
Human material things lead to that which is futiteransitory, but if we build our lives on Jesus
Christ, He tells us that we will find fulfilmenta the foundation that is in Him will pass
through the wind and storm of the final judgment{M7:24-27). Furthermore, Jesus tells us
that we should lay up our treasures in heaven wheither moth, nor rust corrupts and where

thieves do not break through and steal (Matt. 1p-Christ concludes, by telling us to fulfill
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the Great Commission by teaching everyone to ke His commandments. Christ and His
commandments fulfill the wisdom then that Solomaswointing toward. We are to fear God
and keep his commandments. This is the essende.afdsus concludes in Matthew 28:19-20 in
the great commission by saying that we are to te#totrs to keep all things that He has
commanded. So Jesus Christ is the fulfilment bfrahgs in Ecclesiastes; things which are seen
as transitory by virtue of who He is. He provides &inswer to each of these quests and by
keeping His commandments and teaching others thelsame we come to true wisdom which

is eternal.
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Song of Solomon

Christ the Object of the Believer’s Love

The Song of Songs has been interpreted in sevang.vi8ome believe it is the poetry of
Solomon and his wife as they were speaking to etledr. Others believe that there are three
characters, a Shulamite, a shepherd and Soloméom8o is trying to win the Shulamite who
stays loyal to the shepherd. Whichever approachaimes, many in the early church applied the
book to Christ in the same way the Rabbis appti¢al lsrael and Yahweh. And so by way of
type or application, some would see it as an aggtin of the way we are to love Christ. We
should have a passionate love for him as our gpirBavior, our spiritual husband as it were, as

his bride the church.
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|salah

Christ the Virgin Born Son of God

The book of Isaiah is probably one of the greatestsianic books that deal with Jesus
Christ as seen through New Testament eyes. Ihbégilsaiah 7:14 with the prophetic
announcement of the virgin birth of our Lord JeGnsist. Isaiah comes to Ahaz and says, “The
Lord himself will give you a sign, behold a virgshall conceive and bear a son and you shall
call his name Emmanuel” (Isa. 7:14). It is intérggthat the Hebrew word for virgin is used in
Genesis 24:43 to describe the virgin Rebekah. Widrd parthenosn the Greek Septuagint
captures the meaning of the Hebrew word transfatetrgin” as well. In Matthew 1, Matthew
applies this great text to Jesus Christ in theiwibgrth, in the biologically miraculous birth of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He says that Mag found with a child of the Holy Spirit,
and since Joseph was a righteous man and not \yaontmake a public spectacle of her, he was
thinking of divorcing her quietly. But the angeltbe Lord communicated to Joseph telling him
not to divorce her. The angel said, “Do not beidfta take Mary to be your wife for that which
is born in her is of the Holy Spirit. She shall baason and call his name Jesus for he shall save
his people from their sins” (Matt. 1:20-21). Thdatthew goes on to say that the virgin birth of
the Lord was in fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14, “Behdlde virgin shall be pregnant and bear a son
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which b&iteypreted is, “God with us,” (Matt 1:23).

Joseph rose from the dream and did as the angehaaded him. He did not have union

with her until she bore Jesus our Savior. Isaidd % a beautiful prediction of the virgin birth of
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our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; it is a biologmaacle in which Jesus Christ who is God the
Son becomes man (yet without sin). Jesus, as thden@m, becomes the Savior through whom
all of the sins of those who believe in him arggfeen and taken away, because He is literally

Emmanuel, God with us.

Christ Shares the Title Deity with Yahweh

Isaiah goes on in chapter 9:6-7 to talk abousthewho is to be born, and | believe this
son is none other than Jesus Christ. The nantesafttild that is born is called “Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, PrintPeace” (Isa. 9:6). In this beautiful text,
Isaiah says, “Behold a child is born to us, a saslbeen given to us, and the government will be
upon his shoulders. His name will be called, Wohde€ounselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, and Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). Jeswsiglerful, he is the ultimate counselor, and He
is the mighty God. The terre| gibbor, “mighty God,” is used of Yahweh Himself as theghtly
God in Isaiah 10:21. And so we are looking at &dcttat is to be born who bears the same title
of mighty God that Yahweh bears. | believe thatanelooking at the divinity of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ who is indeed the mighty Gbdrisg the same name as the Father. He is
an eternal Father in the way he cares for his geaphis children and brings peace between us
and God the Father, and between believers as itéypéace in Him.

“Of the increase in his government,” we are tottiete is no end. He will reign on the
throne of David and over his kingdom to establisdnd to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from now and forever more” (Isa..9t7$ significant that this great text was
spoken of in the Gospel of Luke when the announoémas made to Mary concerning the birth

of our Lord Jesus Christ. The angel told Mary tHatwould have an eternal kingdom, one that
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would never end. The angel Gabriel said to Marye Vil reign over the house of Jacob forever
and of His kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke2133). Jesus Christ, | believe, is clearly

referred to and predicted in this great text ofdisahapter 9.

Christ is the Branch

In Isaiah 11:1, we have another messianic referémat there will come forth a shoot
from Jesse andMetzer a “branch,” from his roots will spring forth. Thone is to be the
Messiah who will possess the spirit of wisdom andarstanding, council and might, knowledge
and the fear of the Lord (Is 11:2). He will judgéhwequity and righteousness shall be the girdle
of his loins and faithfulness shall be the girdievaist (Isa. 11:5). It is significant that thetzer
coming from the root of Jesse is alluded to in Katt 2:23. Matthew makes a statement as if to
say it is interesting that Christ, thetzeris fromNatzoraioswhich is like saying that the branch
lived in branch town. This set forth an emphasishenmessiahship of Jesus Christ coming from
David and living alNatzoraios,or Nazareth. The play on words here provides tarasting
view of Matthew’s use of Old Testament where CHigihg in Nazareth is thaetzer or branch,

of Isaiah 11:1.

Christ the Costly Corner Stone

Not only do we see the Messiah, the Lord Jesubese texts, but we also see Him in
Isaiah 28:16 when Isaiah talks about a costly astore. He writes, “Behold | lay in Zion a
stone a tried costly cornerstone of sure foundaaod he who believes on Him will not make
haste” (Isa. 28:16). It is interesting that thisajrtext is quoted in 1 Peter chapter 2 and applied

to Jesus Christ. God is the stone in Isaiah 2Baafitst level, and then Jesus Christ, who is God



61

the Son, is the foundation stone that sets thettire of the new temple, the church. Peter refers
to this text when he states that “it is also corgdiin the Scripture, Behold | lay in Zion a stone,
an elect chief cornerstone that is precious an@tigewho believes in Him will not be ashamed”
(1Pet. 2:6). This follows the statement that weli@eg stones and we are built up into a

spiritual house, resulting in a holy priesthooatfr up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to the
Lord through Jesus Christ (I Pet. 2:4-5). Christdmees the elect chief cornerstone of this

spiritual temple, the Church that Isaiah spokenafhiapter 28.

Christ is the Way to Heavenly Zion

Not only do we see this great emphasis in Isataiterning the Messiah as being such a
precious foundation stone, but in Isaiah 35 thele great highway that is seen to bring the elect
of God’s people back to Zion from exile. They avde a ransomed people and they would
return unto Zion with singing. This highway is eallthe “the way of holiness.” It is significant
that Jesus in John 14:6 would say, “| am the waféceternal Zion, | am the truth and | am the
life.” So to go to that eternal city of Zion, tHa@avenly Jerusalem, one must come through Jesus
Christ who is théerek the “way.” He is the highway that leads to thavenly Zion.

In chapter 40 of Isaiah, Isaiah talks about avdedince that is going to take place out of
the Babylonian exile. There is a highway that imgerepared and there is a voice calling out
on the highway saying to people to prepare the avalge Lord. The voice calls, “prepare in the
desert a highway for our God. Every valley willldged up, and every mountain will be brought
low” (Is. 40:3). There will be a smooth road toddeom exile back to Zion.

It is interesting that in Matthew chapter 3, Jdia Baptist is the voice that calls in the

desert to prepare a remnant out of the Jewish peapb would believe in the coming of the



62

Messiah and await the advent of Jesus Christ. fEnmant becomes part of the salvation who
will believe in Christ as announced by John thetBagho ultimately is the fulfillment of the

voice of the one crying in the desert preparinggaway.

Christ the Gentle Servant

It is further significant that in Isaiah we hawif great servant songs. One is in Isaiah
42:1-9, one in Isaiah 49:1-6, one in Isaiah 50&id the final servant song is in Isaiah 52:13-
53:12. The first great servant song depicts thelgeess of God’s servant. God said,” | will put
my spirit on him and he will not cry out nor lifpthis voice; a bruised reed he will not break and
a dimly burning wick he will not quench, until hause the right to go forth according to truth”
(Isa. 40:1-4). It is interesting that this textulimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Matthew quste
this text and applies it to the gentleness of J&dusst after Jesus heals a man with a withered
hand (Matt. 12:10-21). Matthew describes the gaeete of Jesus when he says that He who
healed this man is the one who fulfills the sensntg in Isaiah 42. He quotes, “Behold my
servant whom | have taken pleasure in, my belovediio whom my soul takes pleasure. | will
put my spirit upon him and he will declare judgmenthe Gentiles. He will not cry out, nor will
he cause his voice to be heard in the streetsuisdmt reed He will not crush, a diminishing wick
He will not extinguish” (Matt. 12:17-21). This gtdaxt is applied to Jesus Christ in his

gentleness in dealing with people such as the m#mawithered hand.

Christ a Light to the Nations

In Isaiah 49 that we are told that the servaid isring a light to the Jewish people and to

the Gentiles. We are told that it is not enough liigat is brought to Jacob, but God has also
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made this servant to be light to the nations a$ (igal. 49:6). Some believe that the servant is
Israel, but according to the New Testament itsndte fulfillment is Jesus Christ. In Luke 2:32
this very text is applied to Jesus Christ when Ldé&als with Simeon and Anna. Simeon says,
“Now you shall release your servant according torygord in peace because my eyes have seen
your salvation which you have prepared in the sojlatl your people, resulting in a light to the
Gentiles and the glory of your people Israel” (Luk29-32). So, Simeon applied this great text

to Jesus Christ as its ultimate fulfillment bringjisalvation to the Jew and to the Gentile, and

Luke records his words.

Christ Mocked and Spit Upon

In Isaiah 50:6, there is a reference to the seémyiang his back to those who would
smite him and his cheeks to them that pluckedloaibtir. He did not hide his face from shame
and smiting. Again this could refer possibly toidéeor Israel, but it is ultimately fulfilled in
none other than Jesus Christ, who didn’t hide htkbdrom those who would smite Him in His
passion. His beard was plucked out, and He wasospahd mocked. We see this specifically
fulfilled in Matthew 27:26-30 in Jesus Christ.

We next come to the fourth servant song, Isaiah®33. It is my belief that this great
text in totality is referring to Jesus Christ. keahis text to be a direct reference to JesussChri
Luke refers to this text in Acts 8:32-35 when Rpifireaches Jesus from it to the Ethiopian
eunuch. Itis my own conviction that this text do®t refer to Israel as a type of Christ, but is a
direct prophetic reference to Jesus Christ. Issaffers double for her own sins in Babylon
according to Isaiah 40:2, but here one suffersHersins of others. One who is innocent pays for

the sins of others, and the only one who fits thees of this text is Jesus Christ our Lord.
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Therefore, | see this text as a clearly directlgsmnic text having its fulfillment not in any near

type but direct fulfilment in Jesus Christ.

Christ Destined for Glory

Isaiah 52:13 begins, “Behold my servant shall peoshe shall be raised, He shall be
lifted up and He shall be exceedingly high.” Notibe destination of the servant is that of
glorification from the beginning. In the Septuagive have two verbs that are rendered he shall
be “lifted up” and He shall be “glorified.” In JahJesus Christ fulfills this completely. The
route to glory is the passion of Christ. In Johra$3Judas went out to betray our Lord, the Lord
could say, “Now is the Son of Man glorified” (Joh8:31). The two verbs used in the Septuagint
of Isaiah 52:13 are interesting from the pointiefawof John’s Gospel. For example in John
3:14 Jesus said, “As Moses lifted up the serpetitarwilderness so the son of man will be lifted
up.” Here we have a double entendre or double mgag€hrist is lifted up on the cross and the
He is lifted up in glory at the Ascension. We ad&e it again in John 12:32 where Jesus says,
“and if | be lifted up from the earth | will drawl & myself.” Also, in John 13:31 Jesus said,
“Now is the Son of Man glorified.” We hear of thlorification beginning at Judas’ betrayal,
and so the route to the glorification of Christisough his passion.

Isaiah 53:14 goes on to say, “as many were astediat you, thus there was a marring
beyond that of a man and His form beyond that af.inlabelieve that in the beating of Jesus at
the passion and all he went through, He appearbd tess than human by what He suffered in
His trial leading to the kind of death He died; theath of crucifixion. In verse 15 the text
continues, “Thus will he sprinkle many nations’a1$3:15). The worglazzelshould be

translated as “sprinkle” not “startle.” In Levitisd 6:14-15 and 19, the very same wgak;,zeh
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means “to sprinkle.” When the high priest on Yonppar went into the Holy of Holies, he
would sprinkle yazzelthe blood of a bullock and goat. This root isdisepetitiously in the
book of Leviticus meaning “to sprinkle.” | beliewee are looking at Jesus Christ who sprinkles
many nations with his blood as he sacrifices Hifreetl sheds his blood on the cross.
Revelation 5:9-10 says that Christ was slain adédemed many peoples by His blood.

Then Isaiah continues, “Kings will shut their masiat Him for that which has not been
declared to them, they will see; and that whicly tha e not heard, they will understand (Isa.
52:14). Philippians 2:10-11 states that, “In thene of Jesus every knee will bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord unto litwy gf God the Father.” This does not mean
that everybody will be saved; but that even kingslvave to be quiet before the King of Kings.
In the Ancient Near East people would often conferieea king with the hand over their
mouths, showing that one is to be quiet in thegies of a king. But here even the kings of the
world are silenced before this King as they wither bow to him as Lord and Savior, or as final

Judge. Thus, every knee shall bow before him edbkasternal Savior or as the eternal Judge.

Christ’s Ignoble Beginning

Isaiah goes on to talk about the Servant’s ignbbnning by saying, “Who has
believed our report? And to whom has the arm olLthrel been revealed?” (Isa. 53:1). This
report is so incredible; who has believed suclhpant® God’s arm depicts his strength in
salvation. It is only revealed to those who belieVéhen we look at John 12:37-43, there will be
few in the multitude of mankind that will truly beVe. | think that Isaiah’s rhetorical question is

anticipating a negative answer; not many will bediaccording to John 12:37-43.
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The prophet Isaiah then describes His beginning; ¢eime up as a sapling before Him
and as a root from a dry ground” (Isa. 53:21). Wdaat we expect of a tender plant and
especially a root from dry ground? There is no fthat we should desire Him, no beauty to
look upon Him (Isa. 53:2). In John 1:46 we readafiGny good thing come out of Nazareth?”
He was not born in a palace but was born in a nraarye he came out of Nazareth; He had a
very ignoble beginning. He was despised and regelsy many, a man of pains, and one who
intimately knew sickness and the hiding of facesnfiHim; He was despised and we did not
esteem Him (Isa. 53:3). It was as though He wdeper. Isaiah says, “We hid our faces from

Him and we did not esteem Him” (Isa. 53:3).

Christ’s Vicarious Atonement

Isaiah 53:4-6 reads, “Surely he carried our disgasur sickness and our pain. He was
smitten for our iniquities yet we did not esteem ftiut we thought of Him as stricken of God
and afflicted; we thought he deserved what He veckbut that was not the case at all. He was
pierced through and died a violent death of thesan the account of our transgressions. He
was crushed on account of our iniquities, the é¢bastent resulting in our peace was upon Him,
and by His blow it was a healing for us” (Is 534 this beautiful passage we see the heart of
the vicarious atonement of Jesus Christ who sudfer@ur place and paid our penalty so that we
could be acquitted and justified. Verse 6 saysclEat us like sheep go astray, each to his own
way, but the Lord caused to land upon Him the inygof all of us” (Isa. 53:6). The heart of this
text is simply saying that Jesus Christ took oacel He bore our sin penalty upon Himself so

that we then could be freed from sins, from guild &#§om condemnation.
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Some years ago my wife Janet and | pastored &lchuNew Jersey. This church had a
living nativity scene every Christmas and on thastigular cold winter night, there were two live
sheep. | remember the weather was very cold amdstour task to put the sheep into a little
garage behind the parsonage that had some stramember Janet took the first sheep back
with no problem. It had a little bell on its nedken I tried to take the second sheep, but it
refused to go. It just laid on its back refusingrtove in the freezing temperature in that New
Jersey winter. | remember Janet coming back, ast#téd her what | should do. The sheep was
not responding; it was on its back and | was afitaias going to freeze to death. Janet, being a
farm girl from Nebraska, had an idea. She went laaxckgot the other sheep with the little bell
on its neck, and when it came out, the sheep draitk heard the bell, got up, and followed the
other sheep into the barn of safety. | have ott@ught about this in relationship to our Lord
Jesus Christ and us. We are like sheep on our Iiisegkang in our own stubbornness. The Lamb
of God came for us. We who have heard His bellfalhdwed Him have been brought into the

safety of our Father’'s home.

Christ’s Nonresistant Example

Then in verses 7-9 we see the manner in whichsJgsut to the cross. “He was
oppressed and he was afflicted but he did not bpemouth. As a sheep is brought to the
slaughter and as a lamb is sheared, he did notlipenouth” (Isa. 53:7-9). We see the
gentleness of Jesus going to the cross and naindsy in retaliation, but praying that the

Father would forgive His enemies (Luke 23:34).
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Christ Went to a “Forsaken Land”

Isaiah continues, “From oppression and from judgrhe was taken away, and as to his
generation, who reasoned or became concerned ¢éhatll cut off from the land of the living
for the transgressions of my people to whom thevbl@s due” (Isa. 53:8). We alluded to this
word “cut off” in discussing Leviticus 16. It isdm the roogazarwhich means “to cut off.” In
Leviticus chapter 16, the second goat was ledgazaraor “cut off” land. The same root is
used here as in Leviticus 16:22, and | can't hefdifhg that Isaiah sees two goats in the picture
here and that Christ fulfills both. The one wadkeHi vicariously for the sins of the people on
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, and the other Veasout into a “cut off’ land. Hence,
Jesus, like the second goat, was cut off fromahd bf the living for the transgression of my
people. Here we see propitiation (satisfaction) exylation (sin’s removal through Christ).
Furthermore, he made his grave with the wickedvaitid a wealthy man in his death (Isa. 53:9).
| take this as a reference to Joseph of Aramatigedesus was buried in the tomb of a wealthy
man. He died among the wicked even though He wtmul sin, dying for sinners, but He was
buried in the tomb of a rich man. Although Jesad tione no violence and although no
deception was found in his mouth, He was crucifietiveen the two criminals as the innocent

Lamb of God.

Christ Fulfills the Father’'s Will

Isaiah continues, “It pleased the Lord to crush,hile has made him sick” (Isa. 53:10).
The Father Himself offered up the Son and causedtbligo through all this and yet Jesus says,
“No one takes my life from me, but | lay it dowrnJohn10:18). He also said in the garden, “Not

my will but yours be done,” to the Father (Matth28:39). It was the pleasure of Yahweh to
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cause Christ’s atoning death because of the ffdteynal salvation that would come to all that

would accept this death, this vicarious atonenfentheir sins.

Christ Will See a Spiritual Seed

Isaiah goes on, “When you place His soul a tresptiseng, He will see a seed” (Isa.
53:10). | take the verse to refer to the FatheingiChrist as a trespass offering. One is reminded
of John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that Heegllis only begotten Son.” Also, 2
Corinthians 5:21 comes to mind, “He who knew nolsname a sin offering for us.” After
placing His soul a trespass offering there is dtspl progeny that would come as a result of his
sacrificial work. “He will prolong days,” | believieoks at the resurrection. Even though he died,
he conquered death and prolonged life in His restion. As his days continue, and as a result
of His atoning death the pleasure of Yahweh woutper in his hand; the travail of his soul he
would see and be satisfied (Is 53:11). | take itls¢ ‘he” here to be the Father who would see
and be satisfied with Christ’s sacrifice. Then d$aivrites, “By his knowledge shall my righteous
servant acquit the many” (Is 53:11). Knowing what fthd come to do as the God-man, Jesus
Christ, the servant of the Father, would cause ntafe acquitted. In Romans 3:24, the verb
dikaiowmeans “to acquit,” and it is the same word used hrethe Septuagint’s rendering of this
verse. | believe Paul is referring to this textescribing the acquitting work of Christ that
brought permanent acquittal to all those who wquititheir faith in Him as Lord and Savior as

He bears away their iniquities.
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Christ’s Spiritual Victory Shared with Believers

The text of Isaiah concludes, “I will divide fomm a portion among the many,” (Isa.
53:12). We, as believers in Christ, have becomelibteof ground, as it were, that the Father
divides to his Son, “and He will divide the spoitkvthe strong,” (Isa. 53:12). We are only
strong because of Jesus Christ as we share Higytrand He divides the spoils of His victory
with us; victory over sin, victory over the demansd Satan, and victory over death. The penalty
of sin is death with the guilt of sin and all o tonsequences, but He, God’s Son, shares the
spoil of the victory with us “because He laid hisikbear to death, and was numbered with
transgressors and bore away the sin of many, armbhtéhues to make intercession for
transgressors,” (Isa. 53:12). Jesus Christ waggitb be numbered with transgressors in His
death upon the cross, and in his atoning deathalfeed away the sins of all who put their faith
in him as Lord and Savior. He now continues to enakercession for transgressors as our great

resurrected High Priest.

Christ and His Numerous Spiritual Children

As a result of this great vicarious atonement lofi§€ in Chapter 54 Isaiah sings, “Sing O
barren one, you who have not born children; breathfinto singing and cry aloud, you who
have not been in travail, for more are the childreéthe desolate than the children of the married
wife” (Isa. 54:1). It is significant that this pagge looks at the return after the exile where there
will be more children than before, but the ultimapgplication of this text is made by Paul in
Galatians chapter 4, where the desolate one whoddiknow Christ refers to the Gentiles, and
those Gentiles who have believed in Him along W@étvish believers will be more numerous

than Israel which was before the cross of Chriagtil Rpplies this great text to the great
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multitudinous growth of the church of Jesus Chrniggalatians 4:26-28 of Jew and Gentile who
are a part of this great redemption program asvifeeof the Lord Jesus and with him are many

spiritual children who have become His followers @isciples.

Christ’'s Free Offer of Salvation

Thus in Isaiah 55, the prophet cries out, “Eveeyaino thirsts, come to the water, and
those who that have no money come, buy and eag taipwine and milk without money and
without price” (Isa. 55:11). What a beautiful ddjma of salvation that Christ has freely brought
us. In Revelation, John calls all those who anesthin Revelation 22:17 to come and drink of
this great salvation that is found in the suffersegvant, Jesus Christ. We see the great mercy of
God who has brought salvation to us, and as we rtioeeagh this great chapter of Isaiah 55, the
prophet wants the reader to know that the Lord ablindantly give deliverance and give pardon
to everyone who comes to Him. And it is free. Fag Lord says, “my thoughts are not your
thoughts neither my ways your ways, for as the eesiare higher than the earth so are my ways
higher than your ways and my thoughts higher thaur yhoughts” (Isa. 55:91). This is beautiful
in Hebrew speaking of the mercy of God that bringsalvation by a grace that we cannot
fathom. And this great salvation in Christ will &eccessful for the Lord says as rain comes
down and snow from heaven and does not returnitigtimes to the earth and waters the earth
and makes it break forth with bud and bloom, sowoyk that goes forth from my mouth, shall
not return unto me void except that it accomplisdt tvhich | please, and cause that which |
have sent to prosper,” (Isa. 55:9-11). So, the rtans are called to break forth in the singing
and the trees are to clap their hands in lighhisf great salvation in the suffering Servant, our

Lord Jesus, and the results that he brings.
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Christ the Believer’'s Spiritual Protection

In Isaiah 59:16-17, Yahweh takes armor upon Hifresd it is applied ultimately to the

Christian putting on Christ and the armor for tledidver (Eph. 6:10-20).

Christ’s Ministry Defined

Then in Isaiah 61:1-21 the ministry of Jesus &hn its ultimate fulfilment reads, “The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has aedinte, to bring good tidings unto the
humble. He has sent me to bind up the broken hgadeproclaim liberty to the captives, and
liberty to those bound” (Isa. 61:1). Jesus takeswuary text and applies it to His earthly ministry
in the Gospel of Luke. Actually it becomes whatmight call the theme in the Gospel of Luke.
Jesus in the Synagogue in Nazareth opened upetttiag it was read on the Sabbath in the
prophetic portion of the reading for that day. $esad, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
because he has anointed me to preach good tidirtge poor and he has sent to me to give
forgiveness to the captives” (Luke 4:18). Jesun 8&d, “this day this text is fulfilled in your
ears” (Luke 4:21). Christ defines His ministrylsgiah 61:1-4 as we see in the Gospel of Luke,
as He continues to preach to the poor, and as Hedethose who are bondage to sin. As the

Son of Man, He fulfills every aspect of this graeatt.

Christ in the New Heaven and New Earth
Finally, Isaiah concludes towards the end of nigopecy in Isaiah 65:17 by quoting the
Lord, “Behold | am creating a new heaven and a eaxth and the former things will not be

remembered and shall not come to mind.” | am repdnd Revelation 21 and 22 that Jesus
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Christ, the Lamb of God, will be in that new heawasa new earth that the Father, Holy Spirit,
and the Son create in which the redeemed willthweughout the ceaseless ages of eternity,
where the Lord will wipe away every tear out of gyes of the redeemed, and where death shall
be no more. “Neither sorrow, nor crying, nor pdialsthere be because the former things have
passed away,” (Rev. 21:4). What a beautiful boalals is that is full of messianic promise

finding its fulfillment in Jesus Christ.



74

Jeremiah

Christ the Righteous Shoot of David

Jeremiah is a wonderful prophet who prophesigdésouthern kingdom prior to the
Babylonian captivity, warning them that the comaagtivity was inevitable. In this great
prophet we have several references that pointetdvissiah. In chapter 23, we have a reference
to the branch or shoot that God is going to rieenfDavid. Chapter 23 verse 5 says, “He will
reign as king and he will prosper. He will execquiggment and righteousness in the land and so
again, as in Isaiah chapter 11, we have a rightkimgswho was coming to fulfill the Davidic
covenant. Jesus Christ fulfills this in his comasgthe final king, the final God-Man, who
fulfills the great prophetic utterance as the bhalbeing a righteous shoot that would come from

David.

Christ Fulfills the New Covenant

The Lord Jesus Christ shall establish a new caovesnad this is the third great covenant
of the Hebrew Scripture. In the new covenant oédeah 31:31-34, Jeremiah writes as follows:
“Behold the days are coming, | will make a new cav@ with the house of Israel and with the
house of Judah, not according to the covenant whichade in the day that | took them by the
hand in the land of Egypt, and in which they redxklhgainst me and have broken my covenant
although I was their Lord, says Yahweh. This isdbeenant that | will make with the house of

Israel after these days, says the Lord; | willpytTorah in their midst and | will write it upon
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their hearts, and | will be God to them and theslldbe my people, and they shall not teach
every man his neighbor and every man his brothgng&now the Lord for all of them shall
know me, from the least unto their greatest sagd tird, for | will forgive their iniquities, and
their sins and their lawless deeds | will rememizemore.”

Jesus refers to this great covenant in the Gadpelke, chapter 22. At the last supper
he says to the disciples, “This cup is the new namnéin my blood” (Luke 22:20). Jesus Christ is
the one who is going to take away the sins spokéetiemiah by the shedding of his blood. He
is the fulfillment of the new covenant, and thetesiof Hebrews specifically develops the great
truth of Jesus Christ fulfilling the new covenamtHebrews chapters 8 through chapter 10. After
guoting the new covenant from Jeremiah 31 in Hebi@®8-13, the writer of Hebrews speaks of
the old as near vanishing because we have a nesmantz He warns, “Don’t go back to the old
sacrificial system,” but go on with Christ. He gaesto say that the old sacrificial system was
never able to take away sins, but by way of it tota Christ who would (Heb. 10:4-11).

The writer of Hebrews says that the law was a eWwadpeaking of the sacrificial system,
which pointed to Christ and the good things thattarcome in him (Heb. 10:1). The ceremonial
law spoken of here has fulfillment in Jesus Chride goes on to say that the blood of bulls and
goats could never take away sins (Heb. 10:4). “Mfoee when Christ came into the world, He
then said, ‘sacrifice and offering you don’t desit¢ a body you prepared for me” (Heb. 10:5).
In referencing the Septuagint translation of Psémthe writer of Hebrews says that Christ
offered his body as a sacrifice and did away withderemonial sacrificial system of bulls and
goats, that he might establish the second and fonggveness of sins (Heb. 10:8-9). The other
was only a shadow pointing to the true realityeality that was always true in the mind of God,

but now is fulfilled in time through the sacrifioé Christ. So we are being set apart by the
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offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for Eigb. 10:10). Therefore, we have a great high
priest who is over the house of God and now iggitat the Father’s right hand (Heb. 10:12).
Christ has gone into the Holies of Holies throughdacrifice of Himself and has done away
with sins once for all. The writer of Hebrews s#yst every high priest stands daily offering the
same sacrifices which never were able to take dlagins, but this One, on behalf of sins
having offered once for all a sacrifice forevers Isat down at the right hand of God and is
waiting until all enemies would be placed at thetétool of his feet, “for by one offering he is
perfected forever those who are being set apagb(H0:11-14). The Holy Spirit testifies, I
will write my laws upon their minds and their sisnsd lawless deeds will | no wise remember
any more and where there is forgiveness of thésee is no longer a sacrifice for sin” (Heb
10:17-18). Jesus Christ has fulfilled the New Gwarg. The writer of Hebrews sees in chapters
8 and 10 an explanation of how Christ has fulfilled new covenant by becoming the
fulfillment of the shadows to which the animal shces merely pointed. We have what might
be called an envelope effect in these chaptersb&ge with the New Covenant in Hebrews 8
and have the explanation as to what Christ hashaglecshed by his sacrifice in fulfilling the
shadows of the old with the new. Now we are toehaeldness to enter into the Holy of Holies
by the blood of Christ which he has made a newliaimdy way through the veil which is his
flesh because we have a great high priest overdhse of God. We are to come near with a
genuine heart with full assurance of faith. The Neovenant begins and ends in Hebrews 8:1-
10:18.

It is exciting to realize that Jesus Christ isfiiéllment of the new covenant who has
taken away our sins, and who has written His Tanadur hearts with the divine sacrifice for all

who put faith in Him.
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Lamentations

Christ the Weeping Final Prophet

The book of Lamentations is the lament of Jereriadr the destruction of Jerusalem. In
terms of Christology, | am reminded of Matthew dlea23, where Jesus also laments over
Jerusalem looking at the coming destruction ofskdam in 70 A. D. under the Romans. He
says, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem” in verse 37 andelgmb to weep over the city. “How much |
would love to have gathered you as a mother hdregaher chicks under her wings but you
would not. Hence your house is left to desolatibshall say to you that you will not see me
again until you say, ‘Blessed is the one who coiméle name of the Lord™” (Matt. 23:37-39).
And so when Jeremiah weeps over Jerusalem, hekmtpat its destruction under the
Babylonians and is a type of Christ who also wgepsdicting the horrific events of 70 A. D. and

the destruction of the temple under the Romans.
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Ezekiel

Christ the Final Perfect Shepherd

Ezekiel was the prophet who was in Babylon and Ipesped to those in the exile
concerning the ultimate captivity of Judea. On&mpnékiel's great Christological moments in
terms of type is found in chapter 34. This chaptsls with the coming of a good shepherd.
The leaders were false shepherds; they did notfoatke sheep. Ezekiel says unto the
shepherds of Israel that they feed themselvesshmuild not the shepherd feed the sheep? (Ezek.
34:1-3). One is reminded immediately of John 1@mhlesus refers to the hirelings, those who
did not care for the blind man that Jesus had dedhe compares those religious authorities to
the hirelings, but he is the true shepherd. Thegewnore concerned about themselves. Ezekiel
goes on to say, “You eat the fat and you clothesglues with the wool, you kill the fatlings,
but you do not feed the sheep” (Ezek. 34:3).

Jesus is the good shepherd who comes to takettre sheep. Ezekiel goes on to talk
about the shepherd that seeks the flock and gtastiaém to deliver them. We are told in
Ezekiel 34:12 “seek my sheep.” | am reminded imnJb0:3 that Jesus says he “calls his own
sheep by name.” We are told as we read on in Eze&kwill feed my sheep and | cause them to
lie down. | will seek that which is lost and | Whring back that which is driven away” (Ezek.
34:16). Again | am reminded that the Lord feedsdtieep and he takes them in and out to find
pasture (John 10:9). In Luke 15:1-6 he seekshikeswhich is lost and searches to find it. So

all through these texts we have the fulfilmenthe# good shepherd found in Jesus Christ.
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Christ the Final David

Ezekiel goes on to talk about how God will set shepherd over them in 34:23; he says
this shepherd shall feed them and he will be alstrelto them. He calls his name David.
Again | am reminded that Jesus is the final DaWde see in Matthew chapter 1 that Jesus is the
final David since the numerical values for the H®biconsonants for David are 4+6+4 and equal
14. There were fourteen generations from AbralmBDatvid, 14 from David to the Babylonian
captivity, 14 from Babylonian captivity to Chriglétt. 1:17). Jewish readers would see the
number 14 as pointing to David. Jesus Christ iditte¢ David who becomes the shepherd who
cares for the sheep. | am reminded in John 1QJ#wts is the good shepherd, who gives His life

for the sheep, cares for them and feeds them.

Christ the Final Judge

In the Ezekiel text there is also a separatioshefep from goats (Ezek. 34:17). | am
reminded of Matthew 25:31-46, where Jesus will seahe sheep from the goats, speaking of

the final judgment.

Christ the Means of the New Birth

In Ezekiel 36, the Lord promises that he is gomgprinkle people with clean water and
they will be clean. He says, “| am going to givelsymnew spirit that | will put in your midst. |
will take away the stony heart from your flesh andll give you a heart of flesh. 1 will put my
spirit in our midst and | will cause you to walkrmy statutes and keep my ordinances and do

them” (Ezek. 36:26-27). | am reminded how thatarhtransplant is spoken of here in which
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we have sprinkling with water followed by a new ti¢hat the spirit gives. The Lord will put

His spirit within those He is delivering out of ¢sity and this ultimately points to the work of
Christ who is the final deliverer. Through himnew heart and a new spirit is given to those that
are willing to believe in Him as Lord and Savior.

I cannot help but think that this text has an aggtion out of John chapter 3. Jesus talks
to Nicodemus and speaks to him about the needeiabirth. After saying that a man must be
born anew or he cannot enter the kingdom, Nicodeasks Him how a man can be born again
after growing old, after all he is not able to eritis mother's womb again. Jesus says, “Verily,
verily | say to you except one should be born dwater and of the spirit he is not able to see
the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Nicodemus manatlthis. Jesus says, “Are you a teacher in
Israel and don’t understand these things?” (Joh@)3:1 believe Jesus is referring back to
Ezekiel 36:25-26 where in this great text we hde=tivo themes of sprinkling the nation in
water and giving them a new heart. Jesus draws fin@se themes and applies them to Himself.
It is possible through His sacrifice and by belmgyin Him as Savior, to have a new heart and to
be sprinkled symbolically with the cleansing Henlgs. He gives us the Holy Spirit who comes
into our life and out of the belly will flow riversf living water, speaking of the Spirit in John
chapter 7:38-39. So | believe Ezekiel 36:25-28i$® a prophetic picture of the work of Jesus
Christ who would bring salvation by spiritual clesarg and give those who believe the Holy

Spirit.

Christ and the Father Dwell With His People Forever

Finally, in Ezekiel chapter 48, when one lookghat Temple, the book is concluded by

the reference that the Lord is there among his [pecfhe city, in verse 35 of chapter 48 is
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namedAdonai Shamgd‘the Lord is there.” | am reminded, as | looKktas great conclusion
concerning the temple of Ezekiel that God’s presdyercomes the ultimate reality in the eternal
dwelling place of the lamb with the Father as sedRevelation 21. The lamb is there, the Father
is there, and in that New Jerusalem, we see batteofi and the adoration given to them by the
empowerment of the Holy Spirit. | believe the badkEzekiel concludes with the anticipation

of the Lord being among his people and the lamRawrelation 21:22, is found to be Jesus

Christ, who will dwell among his people throughthg ceaseless ages of eternity.
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Daniel

Christ the Rock Cut Out Without Hands

The Book of Daniel was written | believe writtearohg the time of the exile when
Daniel was in Babylon and it was written by thepdret Daniel according to Matthew 24:15. It
is very interesting to note some of the Christatagelements of the book of Daniel. In Daniel
chapter 2, Daniel sees a great image; the imadgefilsed as four world empires being Babylon,
Media Persia, Greece, and Rome. There is in thagéa head of gold, followed by that metal
which is more inferior, silver, followed by brass)d then a fourth kingdom partly of iron and
partly of clay (Dan. 2:31-33). The first, the heddyold, represents Babylon, the second
represents Media Persia, the third Greece andtivéhfthe Roman Empire. It is interesting that
there is rock cut out of the mountain without hatidg comes and crashes into this image and
destroys it (Dan. 2:34). This refers to the ultienggality of the return of Jesus Christ to judge th
final Roman Empire. The God of heaven will set lgrnggdom which shall have no end, a
kingdom that shall be left to the people of GodisTimal kingdom will break into pieces and
consume all of the other kingdoms (Dan. 2:35). Adam reminded that in Matthew 21:44
Jesus Christ refers to this text. If one fallsmugze stone, referring to Himself, he will be
broken, but if the stone falls upon one, that persdl be shattered to pieces. | believe there is a
reference to Jesus Christ in his coming referrad @aniel 2:34 in the Second Advent at this

point.
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Christ the Divine Son of Man

In Daniel chapter 7 there is a repeat of Danieptdra2, but this time Daniel sees four
different animals. First of all he see a lion watligle’s wings, secondly a bear with three ribs
coming out of its mouth, thirdly a leopard with fdweads and four wings, and finally a mongrel
beast with 10 horns and a little horn coming up estdblishing its authority out of the ten (Dan
7:3-7). It is significant that these representsame Gentile world powers starting with Babylon
as the lion, secondly Media Persia the bear, thi@itkece as the leopard with eagle’s wings
looking at the rapid expansion of the empire ofbxaleder the Great, followed by the Roman
Empire in the final beast. The little horn speaka tuture anti-Christ that will arise from the
Roman Empire.

Next there is a picture of a heavenly scene of @ime appears as ancient, his throne is of
fiery flames with wheels burning, and Daniel sediseaissuing from the throne (Dan. 7:9). We
are told that there were thousands, and ten thdusaes ten thousand angels who stood before
the throne and worshipped God the Father whotiagion the throne (Dan. 7:10). We are told
the judgment was set and the books were openetttidgpa judgment scene (Dan .7:10). As
Daniel looks at the scene he sees in the nigharndésiand behold there comes to the throne one
who brings the clouds of heaven with him. He ideththe Son of Man (Dan. 7:13). And he
came to the Ancient of Days, the One on the thrésehe Son of Man was brought near the
throne, there was given to him dominion, glory, arkdngdom that all the peoples, nations, and
languages should serve him (Dan 7:14); his domirg@n everlasting dominion which shall
never be destroyed.

As | look at this text seen through New Testanesess, in Revelation 4 and 5 that scene

parallels this with a little different imagery, btiis the same scene. We see God the Father on
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his throne in chapter 4 and the Son of Man is kkkto a lamb slain and yet standing, coming to
the Ancient of Days to receive a kingdom and bforth final judgment. | believe that the Son
of Man coming with the clouds of heaven in Dantebe none other than Jesus Christ who will
give the kingdom, and the dominion, and the gresstioé the kingdom over to the people of the
saints of the Most High, representing those wheelelin Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. It is
interesting that in Matthew 24:30 Jesus appliesi®anl3 to himself. He says that the Son of
Man will come from heaven with the clouds of heat@establish the final kingdom (Matt.
24:29-31).

So in Matthew 24, and in Revelation 4 and 5, weJesus Christ fulfilling this heavenly
scene of the Son of Man receiving an eternal kingdad the Son of Man | believe is none other
than Jesus Christ who applies Daniel 7:13 to himséWlatthew chapter 24, and later is seen in

Revelation 4 and 5.

Christ Will Raise the Dead

Not only is Jesus the Son of Man who is coming sdmewith the clouds of heaven, but
he is also going to raise the dead. In Daniel, kee@d that at the end of time there is going to
be a resurrection as “many of those that sleepardust of the earth shall awake some to
everlasting life and some to reproach and evengstontempt (Dan. 12:2). It is significant that
there is a great general resurrection either tmatdife or to eternal judgment. Jesus Christ in
John chapter 5 applied the Daniel 12:2 text to klshen he said that all who sleep in the dust
will awake, some to everlasting life, and somewuerkasting judgment (John 5:28-29). Jesus
Christ is the one who remembers those that slet#eidust and will raise their bodies. We are

told that the soul of a believer in Christ goes ieaately into the presence of Jesus Christ (2



85

Cor. 5:8, Phil .1:23). We believe that the bodyl e raised when Christ returns and will be
joined to that soul (1 Cor. 15:51-54).

There will then be an eternal body joined to amretiesoul in the new glorified body that
Jesus Christ, the resurrected Lord, will give thdvers. This great text in Daniel 12:2 with John
5:28-29 looks at the final resurrection that JeShisst will bring and affect when he returns to
raise all the dead bodies, either to resurrecbaternal life, or resurrection to final judgment.

What a glorious picture of Jesus Christ is presetdeaus throughout the book of Daniel.
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Hosea

Christ Called Out of Egypt as the Final Obedient Isael

The book of Hosea depicts the sad life and maeraghe prophet Hosea, who marries
Gomer, who later becomes a prostitute. They haeetbhildren, two of which are naméab-
AmmiandLo-Ruhamahmeaning “not my people” and “not pitied” (Hose&-9). In the first
three chapters the story of the prophet’s lif@id,tfollowed by the application in chapters 4-14
of Yahweh and Israel. Like Gomer has been unfditiofiiosea, Israel has become unfaithful to
Yahweh, going after Baal. Yahweh tells Hosea to Goyner back and restore her as his wife.
This becomes a picture of Yahweh’s restoratiorscddl as his wife.

In Hosea Israel becomes a type used by Matthelesafs Christ as the true Israel. Hosea
11:1 reads, “When Israel was a child I loved hird #iom Egypt | have called my son.” In
Matthew 2:15 this text is then applied to ChriseewtHe was taken to Egypt by Joseph. It reads,
“And he was there until the death of Herod in ordhext what was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet might be fulfilled, ‘out of Egypt | hecalled my Son.”

Unlike Israel, Jesus Christ, the obedient Son, imesathe final perfect Israel who is
called out of Egypt to bring eternal redemptiomtlovho are willing to put their faith and trust

in him.
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oel

Christ the Giver of the Holy Spirit

The Prophet Joel writes concerning the judgme@ad from a locust invasion. One of
the interesting Christological references in Jaghes after describing the locust judgment when
he talks about the pouring out of the Spirit. Hgssat the end of chapter 2, it will come to pass
afterwards that “I will pour out my spirit upon &iésh, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old man will dream dreams, your ypoman will see visions and also upon the
male servants and upon the handmaids in those baylspour out my Spirit. | will show
wonders in the heavens and on the earth, bloadafid pillars of smoke. The sun will be
darkened and the moon will turn into blood befdre great and terrible day of the Lord, and all
who call upon the name of the Lord will be savedMiount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be those
that shall escape as the Lord had said, and iretheant the Lord shall call” (Joel 2:28-32).

It is significant that in this promise of the pagiout of the Holy Spirit, Yahweh is
promising to pour the Spirit out upon all flesh. &#hwe look upon this text in light of Acts
chapter 2, it is significant that Jesus Christ eb@qually with God the Father as God the Son in
pouring out the Holy Spirit because we are toldats 2:32-36 that Christ, having ascended and
conquered death, pours out the Spirit in fulfillmehPentecost. This is as John had said in
Matthew 3:11, that he baptized with water, but €hsiould baptize with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. It is clear that as Jesus as God the Swnes equally with God the Father in the

pouring out of the Holy Spirit seen in Pentecostveihg that Jesus Christ is fully divine.
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AMos

Christ Raises the Tabernacle of David

The Prophet Amos is the prophet of social justiteprophesied to the Northern
kingdom about the need for proper justice among#uple because the wealthy have been
defrauding and hurting the poor. Amos could beechd cowboy turned preacher. He was the
one who took care of tending the figs, making ¢hey were ripe and ready for eating. This was
his occupation and from it Yahweh called him tale prophet to the Northern Kingdom. In the
first two chapters he discusses judgment concetthiagations surrounding Israel, followed by
judgment on Judah and then on Israel. We thentfiree messages beginning with the phrase
“Hear the word.” We see a message in chapter 3thardwe find a message again in chapter 4
and another in chapter 5 and following. This isdieled by an announcement of impending
doom and judgment of the people of the Northerrglom with a series of visions in chapter 7-
9 predicting the final judgment of God against B@thern kingdom. These visions are of
locusts, a destructive fire, a wall with a plumteliannouncing the final judgment, a vision of the
end of Israel as rotten fruit, and a smitten lintel

In this midst of giving all of this and concludimgth God'’s final judgment in chapter 9,
we then come to the great text with a promisesbateday God would close up the nation’s
breaches and will raise up its ruins and will bilid tabernacle of David as in the days of old
(Amos 9:11-12). It is interesting that this passeg@mos is referred to by Luke in the book of

Acts in describing the Jerusalem council and how Gaow raising up the tabernacle of David
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in the building of the church, including Jews aneh@es (Acts 15:14-17). The text reads that
Simon declared how that at first, God visited toeree out of the Gentiles a people for His name
and in doing this the words of the prophet agrei iasnritten, “After these things | am going to
turn and built the tabernacle of David which idefal(Acts 15:16). It is my understanding in the
book of Acts that the tabernacle of David is noestablished and rebuilt in a spiritual sense in
the work of God’s Spirit among Jew and Gentile tiyto the work of Jesus Christ our Lord and

Savior who makes this possible.
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Obadiah

Christ the Judge of the Mistreated Brethren

Obadiah is a prophet that speaks of the judgmeBtiom, a country that has mistreated
Judah by blocking the escape route when Judah meaglit under outside control. It is
interesting that Edom became a type of Rome in safitiee intertestamental writings as well as
in New Testament book of Revelation where Edom bmasoequated with Rome as a type of the
world which will be judged when Christ returns (Rév13-14; 11:15; 14:11; 18:2; 19:3). All
that Edom represents is to be under the judgme@odf All of the world which goes against the
Son of God and his calling for his people is fotmdthe under the final judgment of God when
Christ returns. It is significant that Jesus says you do unto the least of my brothers you have
done to me” (Matt. 25:40). So to reject the messengf God in Matthew 10: 25 is then
ultimately to face the judgment of Jesus Christ3ba of God at the second coming according to

the teachings of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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Jonah

Christ Fulfills the Type of Jonah

The Prophet Jonah is a wonderful book that illusréhe grace of God. Jonah did not
want the Ninevites to have forgiveness and yet@asoak at the book of Jonah, they repented
and God’s mercy was brought to them. So this isaktabout the mercy of God to anyone who
is willing to repent. It is significant that Jesesers to this book in Matthew chapter 12 where
He says, “As Jonah was three days and three nigkiie belly of the fish and so the Son of Man
will be three days and three nights in the heathefearth” (Matt. 12:40). It is significant that
this is the one sign that Jesus says will be teftfiose demanding a sign. Having already healed
a person who was demon- possessed and a man withezed hand, and having performed
other great signs, He says that the only signiéiftoe the sign of resurrection depicted by Jonah
in the three days and three nights that Christ dbelin the heart of the earth. Therefore, the

book of Jonah specifically becomes a type of Clmigtointing to His resurrection.
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Micah

Christ Born in Bethlehem

The Prophet Micah prophesied to the southern kingdoncerning the judgment of God
and the coming of the Messiah. Micah is specificafie that contributes information concerning
the birth place of the Messiah, the Lord Jesuditah 5:2 we read, “But You Bethlehem,
Ephrata, although you are little among the thousaridudea out of you will come the ruler of
Israel whose goings forth are from of old, from slayerlasting.” It is significant that in the New
Testament this very text in Matthew chapter 2 igliad to Jesus Christ and specifically to His
birth place (Matt. 2:6). When the wise man camiéood and asked where the Christ would be
born the text says that the scholars answeredBéthlehem of Judea for thus it is written
through the prophets, ‘And you Bethlehem, in thdlaf Judea, although you are least in
provinces of Judea out of you will come the govembo will shepherd my people Israel™
(Matt. 2:5-6). Thus, the ultimate fulfillment of Bhh 5:2 depicts the birth place of the Messiah
as seen in Jesus Christ, who was born in Bethletmehwho becomes the ruler of those who put

faith in him as Savior and Lord.
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Nahum

Christ the Good News in His Spiritual Victory

Nahum is the prophet unlike Jonah who deals wigfithal judgment of Ninevah. He
describes in vivid picturesque language in Hebtevdoming judgment of the Assyrian
kingdom of Ninevah. In the book of Nahum the tesdds, “Behold upon the mountains the feet
of him who brings good tidings, the one who annasneeace” (Nahum1:15). The good tidings
speak of the final judgment of Ninevah who was tiu¢éhe oppression of many people. As we
look at the New Testament, Paul makes an allusidhi$ text as well as to Isaiah chapter 5
when he says in Romans chapter 10 “How beautituttze feet at those who preach good
tidings” (Rom. 10:15). Part of the good tidingsasdeal with the defeat of sin, Satan, death, and
the salvation and peace that Christ brings astdt refshis victory. So in a negative sense the
judgment of Ninevah can become a type of the judgrogsin and Satan’s kingdom that Christ
accomplished. In that sense, the victory over Satangdom is good news for those who put

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Habakkuk

Christ and Salvation in Justification by Faith

Habakkuk is a very interesting prophet in that las wondering why the Lord was not
judging Judea and God replied to Habakkuk, “Hab&kkon’t worry | am going to judge Judea
and | am going to use the Babylonians to do it.bakkuk says “Oh no, Lord! How can that be?
How can you use such wicked people to judge my lp@dpie goes into meditation to wait for
the response from the Lord. In the midst of thatlitaéion the Lord speaks to him, “Behold, his
soul is puffed up, it is not right in him, but tjust will live by his faith” (Hab. 2:4). What is
significant here in the midst of this declaratidnuzigment against Judea by the Babylonians is
that the just person will live by his faith and flaghfulness that grows out of that faith in the
Lord who trusts him in this circumstance.

It is significant that Paul chooses this text ia book of Romans in which he is
describing the judgment of God that is to come thlecheed of the righteousness of God. In the
midst of this great book we have the power of tlesfi&l declared when Paul says, “For | am not
ashamed of the gospel, for the power of God tcasi@lr for everyone who believes to the Jew
first and also to the Greek, for in it the rightenass of God is being revealed out of faith into
faith [from faith as its source into a life of fajtas it is written, ‘The just will live by faith™”
(Rom. 1:16-17). Just as Habakkuk has to live bhfand be righteous in his day in the midst of

the impending judgment, so the just today havéesehy faith in Jesus Christ in the midst of the
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impending judgment of God at the second coming,nvlerist returns and the world will be
judged. One who experiences the righteousness of tBe deliverance of God, enters into it by
faith and lives by that faith as the Lord gives lib the righteous one, and so receiving this life,

one then lives life in faithfulness to the one Wias given life to him in Jesus Christ.
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Zephaniah

Christ the Fulfillment of the Day of the Lord

The book of Zephaniah deals with the theme theodidlye Lord,Yom Adonailt
discusses the judgment of God against Jerusaleonebisfe Babylonian captivity, as well as
judgment against some of the nations surroundiraglslt is significant that after discussing
judgment in the first two chapters, the Lord salgen | am going to restore to the peoples a
pure language that they may call upon the namkeeoLord and serve him with one consent”
(Zeph. 3:9). This is a very interesting passagéephaniah concerning a pure language, a
language that is no longer marred with idolatryt, @language devoted to the worship of the
Lord. After the pouring out of the Spirit in Acts®hen people received Jesus Christ, they
turned from idolatry to the Lord and began to prdiss name with pure and clean lips. It is
significant that in 1 Thessalonians chapter 1 Reaulld say “You turned away from idols to
serve the living and true God” (1 Thess. 1:9). €peech needs to be devoted to the Lord and to
worship Him with pure speech. Zephaniah is teachiranticipation of that day, a turning from
idols to serve the one true God. We see this dityinl believe, among the Thessalonians who
turned form idolatry to give themselves in pure s¥op of the Lord Jesus Christ and to await his

advent from heaven. This should be true of alldwelis.
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Haggal

Christ’'s Unshakeable Kingdom

| see Haggai as the exhorter. Haggai and Zecharmiaistered between 520 and 516 BC.
Haggai exhorts the people to build a temple inrees®f short messages recorded in the book of
Haggai. It is significant that in chapter 2 Haggjaeaks about the shaking of the heavens and the
earth, and the overthrowing of the thrones of korgd, and destroying the strength of kingdoms
and of nations (Hag. 2:21-22). It is also significthat the writer of Hebrews picks this up in the
final or fifth warning that is given in the book Biebrews (Heb. 12:25-29). The writer warns that
once more there will be shaking of the earth aedhdavens. He explains that the things being
shaken are going to be replaced with what cannshbken, pointing to a kingdom, an
unshakeable kingdom, that we are able to look foii@in Christ. He encourages the reader to
press on in that unshakeable kingdom that will feaight by Jesus Christ in His second coming.
So, the theme of the unshakeable kingdom Christonilg when he returns at the Second

Advent can be attributed to Haggai.



98

Zechariah

Christ the Final King/Priest

The book of Zechariah is another apocalyptic baakDaniel in which Zechariah sees
eight night visions. These visions are given tooemage the people in the rebuilding of the
temple. From the Christological point of view inagiter 6, there is a great coronation scene in
which Zerubbabel and Joshua are seen and in g goronation scene we are told that a man
whose name is branch, from the same Hebrew wotdsfiaund in Jeremiah 23, would shoot up
from his place and would build the temple. He Wilild the temple, and He will bear glory and
will sit and rule upon his throne. Then the nexbksv words could be translated, “He shall be a
priest on this throne,” or “There shall be a pri@ghis throne,” speaking of Joshua (Zech. 6:12-
13). “And there shall be peace between the twheft’ (Zech. 6:13). Either way we render it,
whether Zerubbabel combines both offices in himselivhether Zerubbabel and Joshua
become a type of the final King/ Priest, Jesus$Ejwho is not only a King but who is also a
Priest after the order of Melchizedek. He combineth offices of kingship and priesthood in

Himself.

Christ’s Triumphal Entry

The next reference to Christ in Zechariah is inptéa9 where we see the coming
Messiah riding upon a donkey (Zech. 9:9). It isxdigant that in the Gospel of Matthew in 21:1-

11, we see the fulfillment of this great text asuecomes into Jerusalem riding upon a donkey.
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He fulfills this text as a symbol of one bringinggee to those who believe and accept Him as

Savior and Lord.

Christ Sold for Thirty Pieces of Silver

Furthermore, in Zechariah in chapter 11:12-13, Adeh becomes a type of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He asks that his ministry would uated and we are told that his ministry is
weighed for thirty pieces of silver. He then cdbisse thirty pieces of silver into the temple
treasury as there is a reference to that goodbgmf his evaluation as a prophet, spoken in irony
here. In the thirty pieces of silver cast into tfeasury he becomes a type of Christ who is sold
for thirty pieces of silver that then ends up ia theasury. The Hebrew woltbtserhas a double
meaning, “treasury” or “potter.” Judas threw thetthpieces of silver into the temple treasury

and it ended up buying a potter’s field (Matt. 21(®.

Christ Is Pierced and a Spiritual Fountain is Opend

It is significant also in chapter 12, that Zechhrspeaks of the people of the nation of
Israel looking upon the one whom they have pief@eth. 12:10). | am reminded that in the
Gospel of John chapter 19, after Jesus was crdafiel a sword was put in His side, this text is
guoted as those around the cross look upon thevbaom they have pierced (John 19:31-37).
This ultimately points to the crucifixion and theeslding of the blood of Jesus Christ for the sins
of the world. As a result there is a fountain tlsab be opened, and it is fountain meant for
cleansing (Zech. 13:1). Again, Christ opened up fimantain for purification and cleansing for

those who put faith in him as Savior (Titus 3:5-6).
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Christ’'s Return Bodily

Finally in chapter 14, we are told that the Lorf#st will stand someday on the Mount of
Olives and this becomes, | believe, a referentbdaeturn of Christ. The angels said to the
apostles “This same Jesus Christ that is takemaup you shall so come in like manner as you
seen him go” (Acts 1:11).. We look forward to tleéurn of Jesus Christ bodily some day to the

Mount of Olives.
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Malachi

Christ’'s Coming and Elijah the Prophet

Malachi is a question and answer prophet. He wkl@aquestion and then give an
answer. He is again encouraging the people whddileth away from following the Lord after
the exile to get back in a proper relationship wité Lord. In this great prophecy the Lord is
sending the messenger who will create a way bdfiongMal. 3:1). This great text was applied
to John the Baptist who became that messengeepape the way for the coming of the Christ
(Mark 1:2). Furthermore, at the end of Malachiave told that Elijah is to come before the
great and terrible day of the Lord (Mal 4:5). libek Elijah becomes a type of John the Baptist
as seen in Matthew 11:7. Elijah has come, Jesiss sayohn the Baptist, but Elijah is also to
come prior to the second advent of Christ (MatfL1).:Jesus says he will come. | believe, here
again, that John fulfills the reference to Elijghviay of type and anti type and someday there
will be a future Elijah like John the Baptist. Hédl\erald the way for the second advent of
Jesus Christ according to the teachings of our botiSavior in Matthew 17:11. Christ will
then bring in the unshakable eternal kingdom wherehall reign with him forever. The hymn
writer well said:

All hail the power of Jesus name! Let angels patstfall;

Bring forth the royal diadem, and crown him Lordadit

Let every kindred every tribe on the terrestridl,ba

To Him all majesty ascribe, and crown Him Lord 8f a

Oh that with yonder sacred throng we at his feet fali!
We'll join the everlasting song, and crown Him Larall!*

* Edward Perronet, “All Hail the Power of Jesus nArii@e Worshipping ChurcfL990): 239.
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